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Hello all, I hope you are all well and enjoying the summer as best you can in these times. I
want to start by thanking those of you who contributed to this edition of The Beacon. Your
input allows us to keep in touch, and enjoy a few laughs along the way.
I am pleased to say that the management committee was able to meet last Thursday, with
proper distancing and protocols in place of course. We discussed the outlook going
forward, and have made some decisions based on what we know now. Of course,
everything is tentative, as is the norm today for all of us.At this point we are assuming
there will be no meetings in the foreseeable future, certainly into 2021. Here are the
highlights:
When circumstances allow, those being government regulations and plain
commonsense,we will announce a date for our first meeting back.
The first meeting will be a celebration of meeting old friends again and catching
up.
The second meeting will be the delayed Annual General Meeting, at which time a
new executive will be established. This new executive will preside over a
truncated session to run from that date until August 31 , 2021 at which time we
will hold our normal AGM and get back to our normal club cycle.
st
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Membership for all current members will be extended to the date of our first
meeting.

613 481-5111

At that time memberships will be renewed. Fees will be calculated on a prorated
basis from that date to the end of August, when we will go back to our normal
schedule.
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As I said, this is subject to change but provides a roadmap to get back to normal. I should
note that other clubs in the area have delayed all activities till September, 2021. We have
chosen a path to get together as soon as we can. Please be assured the safety and wellbeing
of our members is our primary concern. We will not meet until we are sure this Covid-19
issue has been resolved. That may take the development of a vaccine. We are
predominantly a senior’s group, and that must always be front of mind.
Allalie and I wish you all well.

Ian
P.S. please keep those Beacon contributions coming. We hope to publish each month if we
have the content.
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We're here for you!
A message from Sheila Waters, Chair of the
Telephone Committee.
Any member living along during this difficult
period would like to receive the odd phone call
and a good old chat, please contact Sheila at 613475-2457, but preferably her cell phone 613-4031158. And to other members, if you know of
anyone who needs a friendly word from time to
time, or you would like to help with the calls …
We're all in this together, as they keep saying, but
some fare better than others.
WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Edith McPherson

During my career I worked on a number of joint
ventures and asset purchases. One such deal
involve the purchase of an energy company in
Colorado. Spent most of the year on that with
many trips back and forth to Denver. All security
and customs encounters went well for me and my
team. Except for the last trip home after the deal
was closed. We were going through Denver
airport security when two, yes two, officers came
up behind me on both sides and said I was to
accompany them. They took me to a glass
enclosed kind of kiosk and told me to remove my
shoes and socks, which they took, and to sit
down. I had these awful visions going through
my head. Then of course my team of about 8
caught up to me and stood looking and laughing
their heads off before passing on. About 20
minutes later I was allowed to move on. I was
greeted by cheers and applause as I approached
the gate. Very embarrassing and I never found
out why I was taken aside.
Submitted by Ian Stewart

When I worked for the Toronto office of the
Canada Revenue Agency, a story I heard from a
colleague in the Collections Department was
about a disgruntled business owner in the 1970s
who received a demand to pay a $47,540.00 tax
liability. This fellow went around to all the banks
in Toronto until he had sufficient $1.00 bills to
cover his debt. He arrived at 36 Adelaide Street
for his scheduled appointment carrying two
suitcases stuffed with this cash. It required two
collection officers the better part of a full day to
count the cash and confirm to the taxpayer that
his debt had been paid off.
Submitted by Colin Wright

Were you ever a Girl Guide or a Boy Scout?
Well back in my working career, one of my most
enjoyable jobs was working at the Boy Scouts
World Bureau in Ottawa. The Administration
Office for all the Scouting Associations around
the world.
One of my most memorable times was when the
Boy Scouts World Jamboree was held in Idaho,
Washington, July 1969. The World Bureau
Admin Staff were also in attendance, of which I
was part of, along with other staff members.

What an experience seeing all these Scouts from
everywhere! The Jamboree lasted a week, and at
the end Lady Baden Powell, wife of the late Lord
Baden Powell, was a guest of honour (she was in
her 80’s then).
The Boy Scouts World Conference (World Scout
Leaders) was being held in Seattle, Washington,
following the Jamboree, where our staff was
attending/working.
But the thrill of it all was … Lady Baden Powell
was also going to be in attendance, and I was
asked if I would escort her on the plane to
Seattle. My duty was to “please carry her
portable typewriter, and before getting off the
plane, make sure that her “hat|” was on straight,
and that “her petticoat” was not showing!
Well when we arrived at the airport, there were
hundreds of Brownies and Girl Guides there to
greet her. Such memories (and I don’t even a
photo of her).
Submitted by Dot Romhild

Here's a picture for you Dot!

On her first day at the senior complex the new
manager addressed all the seniors pointing out
some of her rules:
The female sleeping quarters will be out-ofbounds for all males, and the male dormitory to
the females. Anybody caught breaking this rule
will be fined $20 the first time.
She continued - Anybody caught breaking this
rule the second time will be fined $60. Being
caught a third time will cost you a fine of $180.
Are there any questions?
At this point an older lady named Betty stood up
in the crowd and enquired: “How much for a
season pass?”
Submitted by Ian Stewart

I received a call from Alan, asking if he could
have a look at my fence. Yes, if I would agree, he
would rebuild the two sections. I knew this
would be NO easy task. However, when
discussing remuneration, Alan & Sheila flatly
refused to accept anything at all! In future,
maybe a barbequed chicken dinner...
Within just a few days, using their own
equipment, working along together, shopping
around for new parts, posts set in, precise
measurements, rebuilding the sections, running
back and forth between the houses. To my
amazement, the task was complete. A
tremendous undertaking, well done.
Social distancing in the World of Wildlife!
Submitted by Ian Stewart

As you may surmise this was just not something
to do or something to occupy themselves,
especially during these trying times, it is more. It
is selflessness, care and concern for other people.
No words can really express my gratitude. With
many thanks! Alan and Sheila in my books, you
are a "Super Duper" couple.

Good neighbours!
Helen Anthony writes - Alan & Sheila are my
next door neighbours and members of PROBUS
who relocated to Brighton just over three years
ago. Lucky for me, they are a friendly couple and
great neighbours.
Alan & Sheila together, have worked on
numerous projects around their home, including a
roof over the deck, a fence and gardens...
I have a fence that runs across the back of my
property. Unfortunately, just before winter, two
large sections of the fence had toppled over.
They were dismantled and placed on the ground,
awaiting the spring weather.

Alan and Sheila Plummer and “the fence”!

SAGE WORDS - submitted by Linda Rumpf
As I hurtled through space, one thought kept crossing my mind - every part of this rocket was supplied by the
lowest bidder. – John Glenn
When the white missionaries came to Africa they had the Bible and we had the land. They said 'Let us pray.' We
closed our eyes. When we opened them we had the Bible and they had the land.
– Desmond Tutu
America is the only country where a significant proportion of the population believes that professional wrestling
is real but the moon landing was faked. – David Letterman
After the game, the King and the Pawn go into the same box. – Italian proverb
The only reason they say 'Women and children first' is to test the strength of the lifeboats. – Jean Kerr
When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either a new car or a new wife. – Prince Philip
A computer once beat me at chess, but it was no match for me at kickboxing. – Emo Philips.
Wood burns faster when you have to cut and chop it yourself. – Harrison Ford
Lawyers believe a man is innocent until proven broke. – Robin Hall
Kill one man and you're a murderer, kill a million and you're a conqueror. – Jean Rostand.
Having more money doesn't make you happier. I have 50 million dollars but I'm just as happy as when I had 48
million. – Arnold Schwarzenegger
We are here on earth to do good unto others. What the others are here for, I have no idea. – W.H. Auden
If life were fair Elvis would still be alive today and all the impersonators would be dead. – Johnny Carson
Home cooking. Where many a man thinks his wife is. – Jimmy Durante
The first piece of luggage on the carousel never belongs to anyone. – George Roberts
I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, I take something for it. – Robert Benchley

As you get older you’ll realize that a $300 watch and a $30 watch both tell the same time.
A Michael Kors wallet and a Forever 21 wallet hold the same amount of money.
A $300,000 house and a $100,000 house host the same loneliness.
True happiness is not found in materialistic things, it comes from the love and laughter found with each other.
Stay humble … the holes dug for us in the ground are all the same size.
submitted by Joan Selwood

A QUIZ FOR 'OLD' KIDS (submitted by Colin Wright)
For this trip down memory lane, see how many blanks you can fill in.
(The answers appear below.)
1. After the Lone Ranger saved the day and rode off into the sunset, the grateful citizens would ask, Who was that masked man?
Invariably someone would answer, I don't know, but he left this behind. What did he leave behind?________________.
2. When the Beatles first came to the U.S. .In early 1964, we all watched them on The _______________ Show.
3. “Get your kicks, __________________.”
4. “The story you are about to see is true. The names have been changed to ___________________.”
5. “In the jungle, the mighty jungle, ________________.”
6. After the Twist, The Mashed Potato, and the Watusi, we “danced” under a stick that was lowered as low as we could go in a
dance called the “_____________.”
7. “Nestle's makes the very best __________________.”
8. Satchmo was America's “Ambassador of Goodwill.” Our parents shared this great jazz trumpet player with us. His name was
________________________.
9. What takes a licking and keeps on ticking? ________________________.
10. Red Skeleton's hobo character was named _______________________ and Red always ended his television show by saying
“Good Night, and __________________ "
11 Some Americans who protested the Vietnam War did so by burning their______________.
12. The cute little car with the engine in the back and the trunk in the front was called the VW. What other names did it go by?
____________ &_______________.
13. In 1971 singer Don MacLean sang a song about “the day the music died…” This was a tribute to ___________________.
14. We can remember the first satellite placed into orbit. The Russians did it. It was called ___________________.
15. One of the big fads of the late 50's and 60's was a large plastic ring that we twirled around our waist. It was called the
_____________________.

Answers to Quiz for ‘Old’ Kids
1. The Lone Ranger left behind a silver bullet.
2. The Ed Sullivan Show
3. On Route 66
4. To protect the innocent.
5. The Lion Sleeps Tonight
6. The limbo
7. Chocolate
8. Louis Armstrong
9. The Timex watch
10. Freddy, The Freeloader and 'Good Night and God Bless.'
11. Draft cards (Bras were also burned. Not flags, as some have guessed)
12. Beetle or Bug
13. Buddy Holly
14. Sputnik
15. Hoola-hoop

