NORTHSHORE NEWS
A publication of The Probus Club of Northshore Cobourg
Volume 9 Issue 3
President Diane Morrison

December 2011

nosirrom@eagle.ca

Shopping Bargains Galore!
The November 16th meeting provided the opportunity for members to bid on various items
in the silent auction. Along with the donated
gift items there was a glorious long table filled
with baked goods (see page 7). It was a great
start to the Christmas season with proceeds defraying costs of the Christmas party to be held
on December 14th. Tickets on sale today December 7th for $35.
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Presidential Ponderings
2011 is almost done. We
have had a very busy
year. We had a great
BBQ and Car Rally, a
wonderful trip to Portugal, gone to see shows in
Toronto, visited homes
of fellow Probians and
had some great lunches.
We have played cards, golfed and bowled. I want
to thank all the people who have worked hard
over the past year to provide us with all of these
great activities. We also have a very hard working
management team to see that the club runs
smoothly and all of these activities continue
through the next year.
I am looking forward to working with you all and
encourage new members join in the fun of organizing these and other events in 2012. We are always open to suggestions, so if you have something in mind, please contact any management team
member and they will bring
it to the management meeting.
The wrap-up event for the
year is our wonderful
Christmas
Party.
A
scrumptious dinner and some great entertainment
is planned. The Christmas party committee has
worked hard to provide us with this event and I
thank them. This party is for all members to come
out and socialize. We hope you will all join us on
December 14th to celebrate the holiday season.
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to
you all.

Knock Knock
Christmas
Knock Knock
Who's there ?
Wenceslas
Wenceslas who ?
Wenceslas train home ?

Knock Knock
Who's there ?
Wayne
Wayne who ?
Wayne in a manger... !
Knock Knock
Who's there ?
Donut
Donut who ?
Donut open till Christmas !
Knock Knock
Who's there ?
Oakham
Oakham who ?
Oakham all ye faithfull... !

Knock Knock
Who's there ?
Rudolph
Rudolph who ?
Money is the Rudolph all evil !

What nationality is Santa Claus? North Polish.
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Fantasy Fanfare
Our guest on Nov.2/11 was Ed Greenwood, a Canadian award winning writer in the fantasy genre.
Two examples from among his widely appreciated
titles can be found in the “Elminster” series and the
“Knights of Myth Drannor” trilogy. His name is
famous among gamers as the creator/designer of
the “Forgotten Realms” fantasy setting. His more
than 180 titles have sold millions of copies world
wide and have been translated into
more than two dozen languages. At
conferences from Melbourne, Australia to Stockholm, Sweden fans
have thronged to hear his intriguing individual philosophy, couched
in his charming voice along with
his delightful sense of humour. Ed
has been a judge at the World Fantasy Awards and at Canada’s Sunburst Awards. He and his wife live
nearby in Apple Country.
Ed’s explanation of how he became a writer involves references
to his early education. His professor father had a den with bookshelves wall- to- wall. Ed read
every book throughout his childhood. In this manner, he became self educated
about the proper use of the English language. Ed
explained that his schooling , during the era of the
Hall/Dennis Report(Living and Learning), forced
him to turn to listening and learning from the
teachers who spoke with grammatical accuracy.
Thus he succeeded in learning ‘good English’ even
though the school system in Ontario was banning
spellers and grammar books. Another source for
learning inspirational and sometimes passionate
use of the spoken word was the sermons given by
well educated men of the cloth.
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Speaker’s Corner
ing of events in words, images and sounds, often
by improvisation or embellishment. Stories or
narratives have been shared in every culture as a
means of entertainment, cultural preservation
and as a way of installing moral values.
(Wikipedia) His suggestions included the idea of
any one of us writing a ‘chapbook’ (small booklet)
about events in our childhood or early adulthood
that our children or grandchildren could never
know any other way. This
irreplaceable information,
(perhaps both entertaining
and modeling of good values), would be storytelling.
Such stories can be passed
on orally as well.
Ed’s sense of humour revealed itself in his anecdote
of his being questioned
about his work. When someone asked him what he did,
he replied, “I’m a writer”.
The questioner replied,
“Yes, but what do you DO?”
While others may not understand making your living
with your imagination, Ed
Greenwood knows that his characters and his stories are more than the stuff dreams are made of.
Fantasy characters must make choices based on
moral dilemmas, as do the characters in any other
genre.
We were told that Ed is currently working on three
novels, six short stories, two game books, a series
of comic books, and a dozen
web columns, all with deadlines
before the end of the year. Fans
are waiting!

Ed Greenwood is a generous man. He gave our
audience a lesson on how to be a storyteller and
why we ought to try. ‘Storytelling’ is the convey-

Why was Santa’s helper depressed? He had low elf esteem.

Jill Mills
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Bridge Club 2 will resume in January
Bid Euchre group meetings are to be announced

Christmas Party
Will be held on Dec. 14th – tickets are on
sale now with Early Bird ticket buyers entered into a draw, to be drawn at the first
December meeting on the 7th. Please see
Sharon O’ Connor. She is Santa’s helper at
right.

Are people who fear Santa Claus claustrophobic?
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Agnes and Bill Stuart(above) and Sheila Fern
(left) were welcomed by President Diane
Morrison into The Probus Club of Northshore Cobourg in November

What do you get if you deep fry Santa Claus? Crisp Kringle.
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European River Cruise
Sharron McMann is exploring the group’s interest
in a European River Cruise in Sept/Oct 2012.
Please sign up if you are interested.

“Warhorse”
A musical at Princess of
Wales Theatre in Toronto Wednesday,
May 23, 2012 $140. includes bus, show
and dinner. Sign up sheet available.

Meeting Day Programs
December 7 Bonnie McCool … green steps
January 4

…………………….. Community Care

What do you call a group of chess masters bragging in a hotel lobby?
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No calories here!!

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer.
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