The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – November 2019
The President’s Message
At Thanksgiving, as I reﬂected on our good fortune for our loving family, good
friends and neighbours, I also thought how fortunate that Jack and I were to
become members of PROBUS Northumberland shortly a er moving to Cobourg.
Regularly a ending the mee ngs and func ons, we were soon able to recognize
fellow Probians as we went about the town. These encounters reinforced that we
had made a great decision to leave Toronto and become part of this great
community. I con nue to appreciate the joy it gives me walking among friends
instead of strangers.
This Club has a wonderful history and over the years, the members have enjoyed many annual events such
as the Drive & Dine, the Christmas Party, the Picnic in the Park, the Golf Get Away, the Anniversary Breakfast
and the Summer BBQ. These events provide great opportuni es for fun and fellowship.
Unfortunately, as both of the November mee ngs fall a er November 11th, we will not be conduc ng a
Remembrance Day mee ng this year.
However, I do hope that each of you will take the
our country today to keep our freedoms intact.

me to remember all those who served and are serving

We owe much to the men and women who answered our country’s call and to those who supported the war
eﬀort.
The ability to gather together freely is a result of the sacriﬁces they made.

LEST WE FORGET
Marcia MacLeod

Upcoming 'Nibblers' Ou ngs for 2019
Thursday, November 7 at 12 noon: King Street Bar and Deli Restaurant venue has changed.
Due to the temporary closure (repair needed) of the previously announced restaurant, the November venue
is changed. A new "trendy" deli restaurant has been established in Cobourg. It is located next to 'The Rus c
Bean' at 91 1/2 King Street. The owner says her goal is to provide excep onal and approachable food, paired
with cra beers or other refreshment. She has partnered with suppliers such as 'Market & Smor' to focus on
fresh. Cost is moderate.
For those of us who wish to con nue the a ernoon, The Lo is showing 'Linda Rondstadt: The Sound of My
Voice' at 2 p.m. Ticket price is $10, cash required.
Thursday, December 5 at 12 noon : The Woodlawn Inn
We con nue Nibblers' Christmas tradi on with an elegant three course lunch at the historic Woodlawn Inn
on Division Street. Lunch Is priced at $31.50 + tax, payable directly to the Woodlawn Inn on the day. Three
choices are oﬀered for each course. The private room, to the le as one enters, is reserved for our group.
Please let me know if you would like to a end.
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN: It was a day for lowering windows and opening sunroofs.
The Hills were alive with the sound of automobiles, as 85 Probus Club of Northumberland members set out
from Cobourg on our annual October event, Drive & Dine.
At mes, our mobile caravan do ed the roads, miniatures against a sweeping landscape of trees, ﬁeld and
sky. At mes, tall trees pressed against the sides of the road, like sentries guarding the edges of the dense
forest. At mes, we glided past neatly trimmed farmland and spo ed cows relaxing in the warmth of the
a ernoon sun. Finally, we followed the shoreline of Lake Ontario, circling back via Port Hope to Cobourg.
Our Drive & Dine organizers challenged us by
devising a quiz on the history and landmarks of
the region. As we drove, we tried to solve the
ques ons. In our car, some of us knew our local
history. But the ques ons s ll provoked
debates. There were no prizes for the right
answers but there was lots of laughter.
The architecture, along the way, was tradi onal
and frequently stunning. We stopped for a
moment, to read the plaque at the loca on of
the rural home of pioneering author, Susanna
Moodie.
The Columbus Community Centre on Spencer Street, in Cobourg, turned out to be our mystery dinner
des na on. The catered buﬀet showcased a delicious oﬀering of pork schnitzel with mushroom gravy,
meatballs, sausage, and mixed vegetables and noodles with a yummy apple strudel for dessert. Thank you
to our partners in the event: the Dutch Oven and the Columbus Community Centre.
The mapping of the route and the organiza on of the dinner was a huge responsibility. Janet Taylor
contributed countless hours to researching and mapping the route and organizing the banquet. We send a
message of deep apprecia on to Janet for making this a wonderful experience for our members. Assis ng
Janet were George and Barb Lawrence to whom we also express warm apprecia on.
ALL AGREED: It was a glorious experience!
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Alfred Hitchcock Event
It was a dull and blustery October Sunday a ernoon – perfect for a get together with
friends to get spooked with Vintage Hitchcock, the VOS produc on at Dalewood Golf
and Country Club. 32 of us enjoyed the brunch buﬀet of salads, eggs, pancakes and
roast ham – and lots more. What a good idea to save dessert un l intermission. The
show featured three mysterious radio plays set in the 1940’s – and opened with an
ear‐sha ering scream that brought us all to a en on! It was a lively a ernoon as the
actors took on many roles and accents...and it was great fun to watch the sound
eﬀects man wrestle with a mul tude of doors, locks, bells, instruments to create
realis c scenes for the “radio”. Many thanks to Florence and Alan Fletcher who were
involved in many aspects of this produc on – well done!
Dianne Graham

Men’s Koﬀee Klub Meet at Kelly’s Homelike Inn on Third Street at 09:30 am on the following dates:
The Tuesday a er a PROBUS Mee ng DATE, that is, for the rest of 2019:
November 19 and Christmas Breakfast December 3

Jack Butler/ Ron Luciano
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Social Events to Plan for.....
Tuesday, December 17th is our Christmas excursion to Oshawa to see the Next Genera on Leahy Christmas
Show at the Regent Theatre. Cost is $99 which includes motorcoach, dinner at a local restaurant and theatre
cket. This show features six brothers and sisters all under the age of 17 who sing, dance and play mul ple
instruments – you’ll love the rousing Cel c music and be amazed at this talented Canadian family! We’re
almost sold out but may be able to get addi onal seats. Contact Maureen Cavan.
Friday, January 24th, 2020 – The Sunshine Boys at Best Western Dinner Theatre.
We’ll be signing up for this popular event at our November mee ngs. This
hilarious comedy by Neil Simon features two vaudevillians who are asked to
perform a “retrospec ve” of their 40‐year career – rather diﬃcult when they
aren’t speaking. Cost is $55 and cheques are payable to PROBUS Northumberland.
Chicago at the Capitol Theatre by Northumberland Players – Saturday, February
22 ma nee at 2 pm. This classic show of the Jazz Age features numbers you will
certainly recognize – All that Jazz, Roxie, Cell Block Tango and more. The movie
won six Oscars in 2003. We have excellent seats and the cost is $35. Please sign
up as soon as possible so I can obtain more seats if necessary.
Dianne Graham
ggraham24@cogeco.ca

Join us for our Annual Christmas Party!
Date: Thursday, December 12th
Loca on: Lions Centre
Time: 5pm – Doors Open
Cost:
$50 per person
6pm – Dinner
Features:
Fes ve turkey dinner with all the trimmings
Entertainment
Dancing with deejay John Homan
Door Prizes
Tickets will con nue to be sold at both mee ngs in November!

Are you interested in helping with any of our in‐house events in 2020?
Sign up sheets will be available at our November 28th mee ng for the following:
January 23rd
February 13th
March 12th
April 9th
May 28th

Robbie Burns Day
Valen ne’s Luncheon
St. Patrick’s Day
Easter Celebra on
Anniversary Luncheon

August 27th
October 8th
October 22nd
December 10th

Summer BBQ
Drive & Dine
Hallowe’en
Christmas Party

We have several people who have volunteered to help with the above special occasions already but there
are s ll many opportuni es to par cipate!
Carol Petter
Lunch Bunch September 24, 2019
A group of 14 met at CJ’s Bar and Grill for lunch a er the mee ng. Lunch op ons at CJ’s are always delicious
and good value. Jan Lundbohm is planning the lunch for November 28. She is making reserva ons for
Arthur’s at the Best Western and has menus if anyone would like to take a look at them. Jan will have a sign‐
up sheet at the mee ng on November 14, 2019.
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Habitat for Humanity / Restore
At our mee ng of October 24, an overview of this charity was provided by Melissa Cranston and Dawn
Campbell, two of its coordinators. With house prices in Cobourg averaging around $500K (sic), low income
families have diﬃculty buying a house. Since 1999, H4H has helped 83 families but 900 more need adequate
housing. To decide who to help, H4H assesses applicants’ needs and their
ability to pay a low interest mortgage. The interest rate may as low as 0%!
Where does the money come from? Largely, it’s from dona ons (including
legacies) and proﬁts from the “Restore” at 764 Division St in Cobourg.
Where does the land come from? It may be donated or purchased. Besides
dona ng $$$, one might volunteer to work on projects, helping people with
moving, home repairs, and renova ng, including accessibility modiﬁca ons.
The “Restore” at 764 Division St., in Cobourg, accepts building materials,
including screws, les, tools, doors, etc. Check it out.
It now has TWO dona on bins for household items – they’re located in the Dona on Centre driveway. They
accept clothing, accessories, shoes, housewares, linens and even books!
Bonus item ‐ Recent dona ons to “Restore” have kept 236 tons of “stuﬀ” out of landﬁll.
Thanks to the two speakers who were introduced by Peter Ridout and thanked by him.
For more info go to: www.habitatnorthumberland.ca
Membership Announcements
Please note the change of address below and adjust
your Membership List accordingly:
Marilyn McMillan
Apt. 224, 111 Hibernia Street, Cobourg, K9A 4Y7
Maureen & John Cro s, Membership Commi ee

Ossie Tee (ossietee@icloud.com)
Editor’s Corner
Don’t forget to look at the
Survey on Speakers on the
Northumberland news page
on our web site.
www.probusnorthumberland.ca/

Need a Ride?
If you need a ride to a mee ng, you can phone Marg
or Bob (not John) MacDermaid at 1‐905‐309‐1598 by 5
pm the day before the mee ng.

Future Mee ngs & Speakers.
Nov 14 th

They will arrange to have you picked up and returned.
Nov 28 th

The Pro‐Buzzards
Editor: John Draper john@cobourginternet.com
Other Contributors: As acknowledged
Photos: Ron Swallow (905) 373‐4455
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is November 28th.
Please send any material to john@cobourginternet.com

Jan. 9th
Jan. 23rd

Karin Wells, a re red CBC radio
broadcaster. She will talk about
her career.
Constable Frank Francella of the
Cobourg Police Dept. Frank will
talk about safety, security, scam
avoidance, etc.
Tom Cruickshank. If These Walls
Could Talk
Dan Buchanan. Brighton History
Week

Probus Club of Northumberland, 529 Foote Cres., Cobourg ON K9A 0A4
Go to www.probusnorthumberland.ca for all our previous newsle ers & lots of photos and videos.
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