The ProBuzz
Newsletter of the PROBUS Club of Northumberland – June 2018

A Word from the President
During the summer, our back verandah becomes the favorite and most used room in
our home. We ou it it with lots of comfy chairs and cushions and side tables for our
drinks and now – an o en used heater!
Even though the squirrels have chewed the bu ons oﬀ my cushion, climbed the
screen door and the grackles clean the baby bird poop from their nests and drop it
in our pond, we love the privilege of being able to sit in a peaceful environment and
enjoy the rebirth of our garden each spring.
Likewise, we enjoy the rebirth of summer ac vi es with our Probus friends – BBQ’s,
picnics, golﬁng and for many, lawn bowling. As you know, these events don’t “just
happen” and we are most fortunate to have so many willing members step forward
and take on the challenges of organiza on.
Thank you to everyone who is helping to make our summer lots of fun and thank you also to those who
support these events.
“Being young is beau ful but being old is comfortable and relaxed”.
Let’s have a comfortable and relaxed season.

Barb Swallow

18th Anniversary Breakfast
On Thursday May 10, 2018, 114 Probus Members gathered at the Lions Centre, Cobourg to honor the 18th
Anniversary of The Probus Club of Northumberland and to Celebrate Probus Month. Colourful balloons
decorated the recep on table and each individual table held a centerpiece of fresh blooms in the Probus
colours of dark blue.gold and yellow. Many members also sported the Probus colours. Thanks to Diana Flynn,
Sue Vivian and Gayl Nelson for the room decora on and the friendly recep on.
President, Barb Swallow welcomed the assembly to the breakfast and Carol
Pe er then announced the table order for the buﬀet breakfast. The delicious
hot buﬀet consisted of French toast and syrup, scrambled eggs, bacon and
sausages, muﬃns, fruit and assortment of beverages.
A er breakfast, Jamie Dooli le, District Director and Probus Canada
Treasurer addressed the group and noted that Probus con nues to grow in
numbers with new clubs across Canada and exis ng clubs adding to their
numbers. Also, the new Probus Canada website will soon be opera onal and
he noted that our member, John Draper, had provided assistance with the website re‐design.
At 10:00 the regular mee ng commenced but the fes vi es con nued at break when three of our Past
Presidents served up delicious anniversary cake. Thanks to Barb Lawrence, Doug Lloyd and Jamie Dooli le.
Our thanks to Cindy Barre and her staﬀ at the Lions Centre for the wonderful breakfast and friendly service.
Mary Dunphy
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Edith George, Heritage Trees
Preserving our Natural Roots
The speaker on May 10, Edith George, has been an Advisor to the non‐proﬁt
the Ontario Urban Forest Council for over ten years. She is a former Director
of the Board of the Weston Historical Society. She showed a real passion for
heritage trees. Edith outlined the requirements for a tree to be worthy of
heritage recogni on. She told us about her neighbor’s great red oak tree
that was over 350 years old and her a empts to save the tree. Her
enthusiasm and passion were infec ous. As one member stated a er the
presenta on, “Edith was incredible. I didn’t know that I could get tears over
a tree.”
Sally Wade

GOLF GROUP ORGANIZERS FOR 2018
Date

Organizer

Golf Club

Scramble /Mod. Best Ball

Bill & Everil Alls

Salt Creek

YES

Diane & Gord Graham

Shelter Valley Pines

YES

Jim O’Shea & Sue Tee

Port Hope

9/18hole Scramble

Monday July 16

Donna & Fred Cooke

Salt Creek

YES

Monday July 30th

Monday June 11th
th

Monday June 25
th

Friday July 6

th

Barb & George Lawrence

Stonehenge

th

Frank & Jean Crowley

S V Pines – back 9

th

Ann & Barry Hollis

Baxter Creek

Monday Sept 10

Susan Brown, Lynn Wallace
& Carol Lynn

Shelter Valley Pines

YES

Monday Sept 24th

Mary Dunphy & Mary Wilson

Port Hope

YES

Monday Aug 13

Monday Aug 27

th

YES
YES
YES

FINAL EVENT

Speaker May 24
We were all treated to a helpful talk on Downsizing given to us by Laurene
Livesey Park from OrganizeMe101. She started her business 20 years ago to
share her knowledge to help others. She is currently Cer ﬁca on Program
Director of the US based Ins tute for Challenging Disorganiza on.
Judging by the head nods and giggles, this is a topic we can all relate to as
something we have either done, are doing or wan ng to get done, myself
included. Laurene gave us some helpful hints about how to approach this
task with enthusiasm and excitement rather than fear. We all know how
hard it is to part with “things” that have special memories, but if you don’t
need or use it any longer, perhaps someone else could get some joy from it.
She told us se ng a date and ge ng started is the ﬁrst step. Organize your
items into separate boxes ‐ dona ons to chari es, gi s to family members,
recycle, trash and of course, items to keep. She gave us a lot to think about
and inspira on to go home and do it! Thanks, Laurene!
Sandy Upton
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Upcoming Social Events
Crazy for Gershwin at WestBen is now sold out. There will be 58 of us enjoying this summer concert in
Campbellford on Thursday, July 19th. I expect to have your ckets ready to hand out at the next mee ng.
Our getaway to cheer for the Toronto Blue Jays on Wednesday, August 22nd has only 2 spots le , so
let me know by June 14 if you have a friend you’d like to invite. We’ll be depar ng from the parking lot in
front of Staples at 10:30 in me for the 12:35 game and I will hand out the baseball ckets on the bus.
Dianne Graham ggraham24@cogeco.ca
The following annual events that take place over the summer months have now been scheduled:

Picnic in the Park
Thursday, June 28th (replacing our regular
mee ng)
Time:
11:30am – 3pm (lunch at 12 noon)
Loca on:
Lawn Bowling Clubhouse, Victoria Park
What to Bring: Potluck food item, plate, utensils.
Tea, coﬀee and cold drinks will be provided by our hosts ‐ fellow
Probians who are also members of the Lawn Bowling Club. They will also provide coaching to anyone who
would like to try out this popular sport. Please wear ﬂat shoes if you plan to bowl.
Date:

Summer BBQ
Our annual BBQ will take place on Thursday, August 16th at Bill & Everil Alls’ farm at 3pm. The cost is $12
per person and we’ll start signing up at our ﬁrst mee ng in June. This is a par cipatory event so we’ll also
have sign up sheets for the various ac vi es that folks can help with – set‐up, food prepara on,
barbequing, etc. We’ll have more details as we get closer to the event date.
Carol Pe er

Wrap Up Of The 2018 Annual Probus
Bowling Tournament
As predicted, our Club was the winner of the 17th
Annual Northumberland County Probus Bowling
Tournament. Congratula ons to Winnie Gerrow's team
(photo at le ) on Lane 14 for their win. You did us
proud!
Many Probus members par cipated this year and it
added to the fun of this very established event.
Rena Thornycro took a moment at the Legion
luncheon to point out her late husband, Roy's
handiwork in crea ng the winning award ‐ the Bowling
Pin Trophy as well as the losing prize ‐ the infamous
Toilet Seat Trophy. Did you know that many years back the Bowling Pin Trophy (with some minor varia ons)
was once used as the Probus Golf Trophy? The a ached gold plaques indicate the years.
A special acknowledgement needs to be extended to Winnie Gerrow for her exper se and experience in
organizing a tournament. Many thanks to Dawn McGregor for being brave enough to take on the tallying
job. A huge hurrah goes out to Diana and Joe Flynn for making the bowling pin centerpieces and decora ng
the Legion hall. It felt like a Bowling Banquet!
See all the Probus bowlers again next April! Keep rolling those balls down the alleys!
Roslynne Cooke ‐ Tournament Chair
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Membership
Just a reminder about annual dues ‐ As announced
at the last mee ng it is me to renew your annual
membership. Your cheque for $40 should be made
payable to Probus Club of Northumberland and
dated no later than August 1st 2018 (to coincide
with the beginning of our ﬁscal year).
Please give your cheque or cash to us at the front
desk at any of the remaining mee ngs.
Thank you very much to those of you who have
already paid.
Membership currently stands at 187 and we have
several applica ons pending.
Maureen and John Cro s.

Editor’s Corner John Draper
A Reminder
Our mee ngs are “scent‐free” — please refrain
from wearing any perfumes, colognes etc. to our
mee ngs.
Thank you, Barb Swallow

Future Mee ngs & Speakers
June 14 ‐ Tony Walker, Community Power
Northumberland. A not‐for‐proﬁt, renewable
energy coop that builds roo op solar projects.
June 28 ‐ picnic ‐ no speaker
July 12 ‐ Bill Lockington, lawyer, Peterborough ‐
par cipant Canada C3 expedi on.
July 26 ‐ Alan Acheson, author “Shaping of
Northern Ireland”
August 9 ‐ BBQ ‐ No speaker
August 23 ‐ Michael Perry Jr ‐ Michael’s Milk Bags
Sally Wade

Next month will feature photos from our Getaway in
Orillia. Meanwhile, there are a lot of photos online
at our website on the Northumberland Photos page.
Go to: h ps://www.probusnorthumberland.ca/
photos/northumberland‐photos Look especially for
the Hawaiian night pics.
The Probus Canada web site is currently being put
together. It’s a whole lot diﬀerent from the current
dinosaur. I’d guess another few
weeks for it to go live.
Our own site will con nue with
more local informa on.
www.probusnorthumberland.ca

The Pro‐Buzzards
Editor: John Draper ‐ john@cobourginternet.com
Assistant: Mary Wilson ‐ maryjoanwilson@gmail.com
Photos: Ron Swallow (905) 373‐4455
Deadline for the next ProBuzz is June 28th.
Please send any material to john@cobourginternet.com

Probus Club of Northumberland, P.O. Box 491, Cobourg, Ontario K9A 4L1
Go to our web site where you can ﬁnd all previous news le ers as well as lots of photos and videos.
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