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President’s Message  
This is the time of year when many 
start their gardens. So I would like 
to plant a seed right now and hope 
you will allow it to germinate. 

Over the next little while, the 1st 
vice-presidents will be asking for 
volunteers to fill some of the posi-
tions on the executive and the com-
mittees.  If you enjoy your club, you 
must realize that it does not 
materialize out of thin air.  
There is a dedicated team 
that makes it happen. 

Last year, when it was my 
job to establish a slate of of-
ficers and coordinators, I 
was so proud of the number 
of members that eagerly 
volunteered making my job easy 
and so rewarding. It has been a 
pleasure working with this team this 
past year. I hope many will stay on 
for another year or so. 

This year, the team has been work-
ing hard to prepare a booklet with a 
job description for each role on the 
executive and for each committee.  
You will not have to tackle the job 
blind, it will be laid out for you and 

the person, who previously held the 
responsibility, is only a phone call or 
email away.  This booklet will be 
available for your perusal and will 
be discussed during a meeting in 
June.   

Do not think you have to do it 
alone.  Positions can be filled with a 
coordinating team such as Bob 
Skene and Bruce Steel have done 
for the 1st vice president’s role or 

Marion Buttars and Mary 
Henry have done for the re-
cording secretary’s role this 
year. I assume Bob and 
Bruce will be co-presidents 
next year. That is exciting!  
Do not think, because you 
want to travel, that you can-
not do the job.  Last year, as 

1st vice, I spent a month in Portugal 
and Spain in the winter and this 
year Bob, Bruce, Marion and Mary 
were all able to get away for a win-
ter holiday. That is why we have a 
team...we sub in for each other. 

Please step up and help lead this 
club.  Take your turn and keep the 
club flourishing. Thank you. 

SharronSharronSharronSharron    



  Probus Northshore Newsletter            May 2009          Page 2 

 

A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory  

Speakers and Entertainment 
  

May 6  Elizabeth Kellog - - -  Wild Bird Banding 

May 20 Spring Fling at Keeler Centre in Colborne. 

June 3:  The Bob and Bruce Show  - - Our VPs will talk about the    

  process for electing next year’s executive. Then a short game of  
  Canadian Trivia. 

June 17:  Colleen Childs talks about the Materials Recovery Facility 

Rose Wood and Cal Johnston  Co-Chairs 

Diane Morrison  - Co-ordinator 

 

Social Activities and Events 

  
 Bridge Club 2.    May 14th  at June & Bruce Collins’ 

                         May 28th  to be announced 

 Drinks and Appies will be at Kay and Rudy Vande Stouwe’s in Hastings on June 
 25th at 7pm. Directions will be provided. Please let Kay or Rudy know if you can      
 join them. (705-696-3537) 

 The August 19th Anniversary BBQ plans are well under way.                             

 Details will be provided soon. If you would like to attend please sign up. 

Please pick up reserved tickets from Bruce Steel for the 
Spring Fling which will be on May 20; only 2 tickets left.  
There is a map on the back of the ticket – event will be held 
at the Keeler Centre in Colborne.  
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When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane  

  

 Gail and Jack Chapman’s #1 son, Brett, has found his love singing opera, 
jazz and other popular songs in many of the great entertainment venues in the 
Toronto area. This week he treated us with a few of his favourite renditions. Tenor 
is his training and his partner Sépideh Eslahjou, soprano trained, is his wife and 
mother of their two children. 

Sépideh and Brett met on the operatic stage while performing as soloists with the 
Toronto Opera Repertoire (TOR) in 1993 and have been singing together ever 
since. They have since appeared, together and individually, with many other op-
era companies and choral groups, including Toronto Operetta Theatre, Opera Mis-
sissauga, Orpheus Choir of Toronto, Coro Guiseppe Verdi, the Palestrina Chamber 
Choir, Summer Opera Lyric Theatre and Creative Artist Productions. 

In recent years, they have expanded their repertoire beyond opera to include 
jazz, popular songs and Persian folk songs. Let’s Duet is their  partnership name. 

Brett’s singing career really began as a very young lad as Dave Patterson insisted 
he sing when he delivered the morning paper to his house. 

Speaker’s Corner  

I pulled into the crowded parking lot at the Super Wal-Mart Shopping Center and rolled down 
the car windows to make sure my Labrador Retriever Pup had fresh air and I wanted to im-
press upon her that she must remain there. 

I walked to the curb backward, pointing my finger at the car and saying emphatically, "Now 
you stay. Do you hear me?" "Stay! Stay!"  

The driver of a nearby car, a pretty blonde young lady, gave me a strange look and said, 
"Why don't you just put it in park?" 
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The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to catch up  

Solutions to April’s Puzzles 

LET'S SWING 

 The Jazz Band from the Cobourg West Collegiate arrived at our first meeting 
in April and boy did they lay it on us. These students are all in the creative arts 
program at the school, and have they been paying attention in class.  
Head of the Creative Arts Program, Mr. Peter Riccio first introduced us to his 
"Dixieland Band". This Group of students from grades 9 to 12 began their per-
formance with a well known piece, "Five foot 2 eyes of Blue, Has anybody seen 
my Gal", 

And that's all it took, every toe in the auditorium was a-tappin’. Then they 
wowed us with a spirited rendition of "Ballin the Jack", and for 5 rising musi-
cians to provide the expertise they demonstrated, was an achievement that all 
appreciated. 

Peter then introduced Christine Moss, Director of the Jazz Band (Volunteer), 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it  

now here is a lady that loves her job! The Band is loaded with 18 members from 
grades 9 to 12 (who all get along with each other), and who have just recently 
returned from the Southern Ontario Championships in Oshawa with a Silver 
medal. This band has now been invited to compete in the National Musicfest in 
Markham to compete with similar musicians from all over. The event is by invita-
tion only, and Northshore Probus wishes them every success.   

We were treated to a variety of great tunes, and everyone was tapping, snapping 
and wishing they could dance.  

The band is holding concerts locally to raise funds so they can go to these 
events and show the world what the younger generation can do to make our lives 
fun and happier. GOOD LUCK AND THANK YOU.   Review by Doug Palmer 

(Continued from page 4) 
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My mechanic told me, "I couldn't repair your brakes, so I made your horn louder."   

This Month Puzzles 

WORD SEARCH 

Every digit from 1 to 9 must appear:  
�  In each of the columns,  
�  in each of the rows,  
�  and in each of the nine boxes.  

S u d o k u 
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If you want the rainbow, you got to put up with the rain  

 

Trips, Tours and Theatre 
( Out of Town ) 

 

 1.  ‘The Sound of Music’- The Princess of Wales Theatre, Toronto 
              Wed. May 13 Matinee- Cost $125. Dinner will be at the Red Tomato.  

      The bus will depart from the Lions Centre at 11:00 a.m., returning  
       approximately 8:00 p.m. 

  

 2.  ‘Toronto All-Star Big Band’ - - 17 piece Band & TABB Five voices 
      Hospice Northumberland Presentation. Capitol Theatre, Port Hope 
      Sun. evening May 31st,   $38.00  Sign up Sheet available now. ( Note time change) 
 3.   Summer trips are being organized. ( TBA ) 

June Collins and Carol Lawless (Co-Chairs) 

New members Morris and Linda Tait  
inducted by President Sharron 

NEW MEMBERS 
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www.probusnorthumberland.com 

The Executive 

Your Management Committee 

President Sharron McMann (905) 372-3567 
samcmann@sympatico.ca 

Vice President 
 
2nd Vice President 

Bob Skene 
 
Bruce Steel 

(905) 372-5552 
bob.skene@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-5897 
kbsteel@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer Joanne Hamilton (905) 372-1487 
jjham@sympatico.ca 

Recording Secretary 
 
2nd Recording Secretary 

Marion Buttars 
 
Mary Henry 

(905) 373-0547 
marion.buttars@gmail.com 
(905) 349-3790 
cec@eagle.ca 

Corresponding Secretary 
 
2nd Corresponding Secretary 

Roberta Armstrong 
 
Rose Wood 
 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 
(905) 342-5471 
rosewood@eagle.ca 

Past President Bruce Collins (905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 

Committee Chairs 

Speakers and Entertainment Rose Wood  
 
Cal Johnston 

(905) 342-5471 
rosewood@eagle.ca 
(905) 342-5471 
Calj135@aol.com 

Coordinator:  
Trips, Tours and Theatre 

June Collins  
 
Carol Lawless  

(905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-2742 
clawless@eagle.ca 

Membership Bill Henry  
 
Betty Knight  

(905) 373-7838 
blunzr@hotmail.com 
(905) 372-4792 
bettyknight@sympatico.ca 

50/50 Draw  Jane Burns  
 
Beatrice Timlin  

(905) 372-7755 
dougjaneburns@sympatico.ca 
(905) 352-2668 

Community Services/
Volunteers 

Yvonne Seymour 
 
Dorla Hope 

(905) 373-0312 
ayseymour@nexicom.net 
(905) 372-3285 
dorla.hope@sympatico.ca 

House Managers John Holmes 
Sharon Holmes 

(905) 373-8394 
sharonh1@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Editor Bryan Armstrong (905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Reporter Julius Varga (905) 372-2406 
jjvarga@sympatico.ca 

Historians Vera Kalisz (905) 342-2984 
jazz@teksavvy.com 

Probus Clothing Audrey Woolsey 905-372-6972 
audrey.woolsey@cogeco.ca 

Coordinator 
Social Activities, Events 

Diane Morrison (905) 349-2272 
nosirrom@eagle.ca 

Always keep your words soft 
and sweet, Just in case you 

have to eat them. 

Drive carefully. It's not only 

cars that can be recalled by 
their maker. 

If you can't be kind, at least 
have the decency to be 

vague.  

If you lend someone $20 and 
never see that person again, 

It was probably worth it. 

It may be that your sole pur-

pose in life is simply to be 
kind to others. 

Never put both feet in your 
mouth at the same time, be-

cause then you won't have a 
leg to stand on. 

Nobody cares if you can't 
dance well. Just get up and 

dance.  

Since it's the early worm that 

gets eaten by the bird, sleep 

late. 

Birthdays are good for you. 

The more you have, the 
longer you live. 

You may be only one person 
in the world, But you may 

also be the world to one per-
son. 

A truly happy person is one 
who can enjoy the scenery on 

a detour.  


