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President’s Message 

By the time you are reading this, we will 

all know if March came in like a lion or a 
lamb.  Isn’t it amazing that with all of to-

day’s technology we often rely on 
the old myths to give us our long 

range weather forecasts  - -
groundhogs, lions, lambs, hoard-

ing squirrels, cones on evergreen 

trees. No wonder the best fore-
caster is still a piece of string 

hung outdoors...if it is wet, there 
is precipitation; if it is frozen; it is 

cold;  if it is moving, it is windy. 

Many thanks to Lynn Bateman for the well 

organized and well run ‘Small Business, 
Hobby and Craft Show’.  Well done, Lynn! 

To the presenters, I extend a hearty thank 
you for sharing your interests with us.  I 

am always amazed at the talent and di-
versity displayed by our members. As I 

wandered through the displays, I heard so 
many great comments about this event 

and the quality of the displays. 

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank John and Sharon Holmes for their 

dedicated work each meeting. These two 
people usually work in the background, as 

their predecessors have done before, and 
their role is probably unknown to many of 

the members. They are our House Manag-
ers! These two liaise with the Lions Centre 

Staff (Cindy) to make sure that we have 
everything required for our meetings, for 

the speakers and/or the events...tables, 
chairs, tablecloths, sound, audio visual 

equipment, etc.  They know 
where the light switches and fire 

extinguishers are located. The 
House Managers make it look 

seamless. 

Each committee chair should 
make sure to contact our House 

Managers to make sure your 
needs are met.  Keep John and 

Sharon in the loop! 

Although they have both left us for 

warmer climates, I want to thank our vice
-presidents for all the work on the Spring 

Fling.  Bob Skene started the ticket sales 
with the sign-up sheets then passed them 

on to Bruce Steel who followed up by col-
lecting the money and obtaining the tick-

ets. Bruce has now passed the job on to 
Bruce Collins, our past president, who will 

follow through by distributing the sold 

tickets and follow up on the last few re-
maining tickets. This is what team work 

looks like and this is what our club is all 
about...the job gets done and yet no one 

misses out on their holiday. Thank you 
Bob, Bruce and Bruce! 

Happy March! 

Sharron 
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 Q: How can you increase the heart rate of your 50+ year old husband?  
A: Tell him you're pregnant.  

Programme Speakers and Events 
  
March 4 Linda Sedgwick-Sharp and her business partner talk about their new 

  business of helping seniors clean out in preparation for moving into 
  assisted living or smaller quarters.   

March 18 Tap Dancers "Jus-Tappin" 

April 1 Cobourg West Jazz Band  

April 15 Brett Chapman  - some pop some opera 

Rose Wood and Cal Johnston  Co-Chairs 

Small Business and Hobby Show 
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Q: Someone has told me that menopause is mentioned in the Bible. Is that true? Where can it be found?  

A: Yes. Matthew 14:92: 'And Mary rode Joseph's ass all the way to Egypt .'  

SLEEPING CHILDREN AROUND THE 
WORLD 

      Northshore Probus is known for its’ 
fellowship, interesting activities, trips and 
good fun. It is also known for the choice of 
excellent speakers and informative topics. 
On Wednesday, February 4th we were 
again treated to an outstanding talk by a 
Canadian humanitarian in the person of 
Dave Dryden. He is the son of deceased 
founders of SLEEPING CHILDREN 
AROUND THE WORLD - Murray 
and Margaret Dryden. 

       Taking up photography, 
Murray caught on film his daugh-
ter, Judy sleeping. In retirement, 
he thought that photographs of 
sleeping children would be inter-
esting. One night while traveling 
in India, Murray tripped over a 
child sleeping on the street. A man of 
ideas, he decided that he must and would 
do something for children who had no 
comfortable bed. He believed that a good 
night’s sleep could make a hungry child’s 
life more comfortable. Thus, with a strong 
desire to help others and a firm belief that 
with God nothing is impossible, SCAW was 
started in 1970 with a distribution of fifty 
bedkits in Pune, India. Murray and his wife 
Margaret devoted their retirement lives to 
this program.  

       Dave Dryden has carried on his par-
ents’ legacy by raising awareness of the 
program to many groups such as North-
shore Probus. In the audience that day 
over half of the group was aware of SCAW 
and the bedkit program and showed inter-
est in finding out more. 

       In this program, every donation of 
$35.00 goes to purchase a bedkit. There 
are no hidden overhead costs. In the be-
ginning administrative costs were covered 
by Murray in the purchase and selling of 
tree farms. His own home was donated as 
office space. Today donations directed to 
these costs free up the bedkit donations. 

      A bedkit includes the following: mat-
tress and ground sheet, pillow, cover, 

clothing for school, towel, school 
supplies, and mosquito net. 

         Every child is photographed 
with the bedkit, showing the do-
nor’s name etc. on a label. Each 
photograph is then mailed back to 
the original donor. There is no tele-
marketing or government support 
for this enterprise. 

          Fairness rules are applied in 
providing the bedkits for boys and girls be-
tween the ages of six to twelve. The needy 
child must have a living guardian to pro-
vide supervision be it a parent, grandpar-
ent or orphanage. They are pre-chosen be-
fore the kits are sent to a local village in 
underdeveloped and developing countries. 
Volunteers from developed countries work 
with volunteers from the local village to 
hand out the bedkits for the children from 
the village and surrounding area... one 
bedkit per family is allowed.   SCAW has 
distributed over 900,000 kits to date in 33 
countries. In 2009 they will reach their 
millionth child. 

        There are many ways that one can 
become involved with SCAW- 
…donation of $35.00 for a bedkit to SCAW 
…volunteer at the SCAW office to process 

Speaker’s Corner 
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the donations, produce bedkit labels, 
sort and mail bedkit photographs 
…travel as a trained volunteer at your 
own expense to supervise the distribu-
tion of bedkits, photograph children with 
their bedkit and write articles for the do-
nor newsletter 
…overseas volunteers select needy chil-
dren, organize the manufacture of the 
bedkits, choose distribution sites and 
help the traveling volunteers to distrib-
ute the bed kits. 

       Dialogue has begun with overseas 
families on what is needed especially in 
the areas of what kind of mosquito net is 
needed; what kind of living quarters the 
child is provided with and the size of 
home. SCAW has touched the lives of 

millions in the last thirty nine years. 
With the support of clubs like Northshore 
Probus, SCAW will help the world be-
come a better place for children. 

       As Dave says  “A hundred years 
from now, it won’t matter what my bank 
account was, the sort of house I lived in 
or the kind of car I drove…but the world 
may be different because I was impor-
tant  in the life of a child” 

  Review by Sharon O’Connor 

(Continued from page 3) 

You may contact Rae Waring in Cobourg at 372-9350 if you wish to  
have a guest speaker talk to an assembly. He will also forward  

your donations to the organization. 

Sleeping Children Around The World 

Phone 1-866-321-1841 

Email:  info@scaw.org 

Web: www.scaw.org 

The Bedkit 
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How do baby Koala bears cool off in January when it’s 40 deg. in Melbourne? 

Small Business and Hobby Show 
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Diane Morrison  - Co-ordinator 

 

Social Activities and Events 

      March 12th  Bridge Club 2 at June & Bruce Collins    ( 373-1224 ) 

 March 26th  Bridge Club 2 at Diane Morrison’s   ( 349-2272 ) 

 March 18th  Lunch Bunch. North Side Grill will open just for us offering, soup or 

 salad, 3 choices of sandwiches – Monte Cristo, Rueben or Shaved Turkey Club- 
 Tea and Coffee, Tax and Tip included for only $13.00. Full House already. 

 March 27th  The Last Resort a musical, murder-mystery, comedy is being per

 formed at Victoria Hall. Tickets are $25.00 each or $20.00 for 20 seats or more.  

 Please sign up if you would like to attend. 

 April 3rd   Drinks & Appies will be hosted by Howard & Karen Goodfellow. Please 

 let them know if you can join them. ( 289-252-0300 ) 

 April 24th   Camelot, based on The Once and Future King by T. H. White.           
 At Vic toria Hall. Theatre style seating. $20.00 each or $16.00 for 20 or more. 

 Please sign up if you would like to attend 

  

 
Trips, Tours and Theatre 

( Out of Town ) 

 
 1.  ‘The Sound of Music’- The Princess of Wales Theatre, Toronto 
              Wed. May 13 Matinee- Cost TBA. Sign-up sheets available now.  
 2.  ‘ Toronto All-Star Big Band’ - - 17 piece Band & TABB Five voices 
      Hospice Northumberland Presentation. Capitol Theatre, Port Hope 
      Sat. May 23rd,   $38.00  Sign up Sheet available now. 

June Collins and Carol Lawless (Co-Chairs) 

A calendar of events for the year has been drawn up for you to 
have at hand when you want to know what is happening and 
when. There will be ongoing updates to the calendar posted on 
the bulletin board at each meeting with the updates in red. A new 
calendar will be drawn up every six months.   
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Carol Ivasiuk inducted into the club   
By President Sharron 

 

Margaret Ryerson and Bill Scott  inducted into the club   
By President Sharron 
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www.probusnorthumberland.com 

The Executive 

Your Management Committee 

President Sharron McMann (905) 372-3567 
samcmann@sympatico.ca 

Vice President 
 
2nd Vice President 

Bob Skene 
 
Bruce Steel 

(905) 372-5552 
bob.skene@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-5897 
kbsteel@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer Joanne Hamilton (905) 372-1487 
jjham@sympatico.ca 

Recording Secretary 
 
2nd Recording Secretary 

Marion Buttars 
 
Mary Henry 

(905) 373-0547 
marion.buttars@gmail.com 
(905) 349-3790 
cec@eagle.ca 

Corresponding Secretary 
 
2nd Corresponding Secretary 

Roberta Armstrong 
 
Rose Wood 
 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 
(905) 342-5471 
rosewood@eagle.ca 

Past President Bruce Collins (905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 

Committee Chairs 
Programmes and Speakers Rose Wood  

 
Cal Johnston 

(905) 342-5471 
rosewood@eagle.ca 
(905) 342-5471 
Calj135.aol.com 

Coordinator:  
Trips, Tours and Theatre 

June Collins  
 
Carol Lawless  

(905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-2742 
clawless@eagle.ca 

Membership Bill Henry  
 
Betty Knight  

(905) 373-7838 
blunzr@hotmail.com 
(905) 372-4792 
bettyknight@sympatico.ca 

50/50 Draw  Jane Burns  
 
Beatrice Timlin  

(905) 372-7755 
dougjaneburns@sympatico.ca 
(905) 352-2668 

Community Services/
Volunteers 

Yvonne Seymour 
 
Dorla Hope 

(905) 373-0312 
ayseymour@nexicom.net 
(905) 372-3285 
dorla.hope@sympatico.ca 

House Managers John Holmes 
Sharon Holmes 

(905) 373-8394 
sharonh1@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Editor Bryan Armstrong (905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Reporter Julius Varga (905) 372-2406 
jjvarga@sympatico.ca 

Historians Vera Kalisz (905) 342-2984 
jazz@teksavvy.com 

Probus Clothing Audrey Woolsey 905-372-6972 
audrey.woolsey@cogeco.ca 

Coordinator 
Social Activities, Events 

Diane Morrison (905) 349-2272 
nosirrom@eagle.ca 

 Signs 
 

In a Podiatrist's office:  
'Time wounds all heels.'  
*************************  
On a Septic Tank Truck:  
Yesterday's Meals on Wheels  
*************************  
On a Plumber's  truck:  
'We repair what your husband 
fixed.'  
************************* 
On another Plumber's truck:  
'Don't sleep with a drip. Call 
your plumber.'  
************************* 
On a Church's Billboard:  
'7 days without God makes one 
weak.'  
*************************  
At a Tire Store  
'Invite us to your next blow-
out.'  
************************* 
On an Electrician's truck:  
'Let us remove your shorts.'  
************************* 
On a Maternity Room door:  
'Push, Push, Push.'  
************************* 
At an Optometrist's Office:  
'If you don't see what you're 
looking for, you've come to the 
right place.'  
*************************  
Outside a Car Exhaust Store:  
'No appointment necessary. We 
hear you coming.'  
*************************  
In the front yard of a Funeral 
Home:  
'Drive carefully. We'll wait.'  


