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TH E COBOUR G PR OBIAN 
Volume 11,  Number 11,  November 2005 

The Probus Club of Cobourg and District 
P.O. Box 63,  Cobourg,  Ontario K9A 4K2 

  Next Meeting: November 17th, 2005 
 

President ’s Message by Bob Spooner 

I t  is m y sincere wish in the com ing m onths to give you som e profound quotes from  
fam ous people that  im pact  m ost  of us, although perhaps indirect ly. But  as m ost  of 
us are grandparents, we can perhaps relate and m aybe we will pass them  on. 

My first  quote com es from  billionaire Bill Gates;  when speaking to a high school 
graduat ing class he said:  

“Flipping burgers is not  beneath your dignity – your grandparents had a different  word for  Burger 
flipping – they called it  ‘Opportunity’” .  Look for quotes each m onth in this newslet ter.  Bob. 
 
Club Program   

Novem ber 3 rd  
(m eet ing)  

Rem em brance Day program  – Vignet tes of War Years -  special program  to 
com m em orate Rem em brance day  

Novem ber 1 7 t h 
(m eet ing)  

Bob I rvine  – the History of the Cobourg Concert  Band 

Novem ber 1 7 t h  Lunch – after  the m eet ing at  the Mill  -  see below.  

Novem ber 2 3 rd  I nterclub Bonspiel – I nterclub curling bonspiel at  Dalewood m ore below  

Novem ber 2 4 t h  Shaw  Fest ival – Bus Stop .   Lunch at  Oban Inn. $106. More below. 

Decem ber  1 st  
(m eet ing)  

Bells of Christm as –  W endy Taxis. Everyone is asked to wear red or green 
and bring a donat ion to the food bank.  

Decem ber  1 6 th  Chr istm as Party  – Dinner,  Entertainm ent , prizes. At  the Lion’s Cent re. 
$40.00 each. More below. 

January 5 th 
(m eet ing)  

Randy Bird  – Horse t rainer and prom oter of “Save the Mustangs”  

Other Club Not ices 
Decem ber Meet ings 
There will NOT be a m eet ing on Decem ber  
1 5 th – the Christm as party is the next  day. The 
next  newslet ter  will be Decem ber 1st.  

Part icipat ion in Com m it tees 
I f  you are new to the club, the best  way to m eet  
new people is to part icipate in a com m it tee.  
There will be com m it tees for the Christm as 
party, the BBQ, the Car Rally and Golf and now 
is the t im e when com m it tees for 2006 are 
form ed.  And you don’t have to be new to participate! 

Probus Lunch 
Join us for  Lunch at  THE MI LL 
after  the m eet ing on Novem ber 
17/ 05. Lunch is at  12 noon. 
The m enu will be a choice of:  

1. Chicken Caesar Wrap with a 
salad or  

2. Black Angus Steak sandwich 
with fr ies or salad 

Coffee or t ea is included. 
$ 1 5 .0 0  all inclusive.  Cash Bar.  Dessert  is ext ra. 

Please book with Bert  MacMillan. 
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Current  Execut ive 
President  Bob Spooner 
 Tel:  372-5165 

Past  President  Ray Hiller 
   Tel:   373-0978  

Vice President  Karin Allan 
 Tel:  377-8098 
 e-m ail:   krallan@eagle.ca 

Rec. Secretary  Bev Silk 
 Tel:  349-3766 
 e-m ail:  sonic@eagle.ca 

Treasurer  Madeline Schoeber 
 Tel:  372-2606 

Mem bership  Roger Allan (Chair)  
 Tel:  377-8098 
 e-m ail:   krallan@eagle.ca 

Probian Editor  John Draper 
 Tel:  372-5839 
 e-m ail:  j draper@eagle.ca 

Speaker’s Chair  Myrt le Wardm an 
 Tel:  377-1930 
 e-m ail:  m .wardm an@sym pat ico.ca 

House Manager  Larry Flood 
 Tel:  373-0326 
 e-m ail:  flood@eagle.ca 

Com m . Service Joanne Dom ine 
 Tel:  377-8564 
 e-m ail:  j .dom ine@sym pat ico.ca 

A full list  of current  com m it tee m em bers is on 
our web site. www.probusnorthum berland.com  
then go to About  Us and select  
Cobourg.

 

Other Events in Cobourg 
Northum berland Orchest ra and 
Choir  
2 7 th Concert  Season 2 0 0 5 / 6  
Your local Orchest ra is celebrat ing Mozart ’s 
250 th  Anniversary, along with 
the rest  of the world this season. 
The first  concert  on Sun. Nov. 
20 th  3.00pm  at  the Capitol 
theat re in Port  Hope provides a 
feast  of m usic celebrat ing 
Mozart ’s city of Vienna, and uses 
six other com posers to provide a 
suitable background.  

See Joe Howieson 905 372 4159 for t ickets 

Second Annual Mixed I nter- Club 
Bonspiel   Novem ber 2 3 rd,  2 0 0 5  

There are three Cobourg team s 
now signed up for the second 
annual m ixed Inter-Club Curling 
Bonspiel at  Dalew ood Golf &  
Cur ling Club . 
Clubs from  nearby towns will be 
challenging our Cobourg team s 
with gam es start ing at  8: 45 a.m .  

Spectators are  w elcom e to com e and w atch  
the act ion. Lunch m ay be ordered from  the 
m enu, if desired. 
I f  you have never watched a curling gam e this is 
your chance. See the "old pros in act ion"! !  
Warren Harvey, Convenor. 

Doctor Cloud –  Speaker, Oct . 2 0 th  
The weather never ceases to fascinate us and our 
speaker piqued our interest  with his considerable 
knowledge and expert ise about  the vagaries of 
our local clim ate. Colin Banfield was born in 
Wales and m oved to Newfoundland where he was 
a clim atologist  at  Mem orial University in St  
John’s.  Over a 31-year career period, he studied 
extensively the clim ate and weather of that  
province, part icularly the winter storm s affect ing 
eastern Newfoundland. 
Colin m oved to Cobourg in 2001 and finds our 
clim ate quite different  from  that  on “The Rock” .   
He has becom e increasingly interested in local 
weather pat terns and explained how and why our 
weather differs from  the weather j ust  north of 
us.  I n the spring and sum m er a cool lake 
breeze, generated by the warm  land m ass, 
reduces the local tem peratures by several 
degrees – this explains why our spring flowers 
are always several weeks later than in Toronto.  
The lake effect  also explains why we get  fewer 
and less severe thunderstorm s than 
Peterborough. 
Colin showed m any beaut iful slides which 
illust rated the weather condit ions he described -  
r im e frost ,  m ist  r ising off the lake in winter, 
dram at ic clouds over the Northum berland Hills 
and bright  sunrays across the beach. 
Known to his fr iends as Dr. Cloud, Colin was 
int roduced by Jackie Hick. Colin is the leader of 
the local hiking club and alm ost  had his nam e 
changed to Dr. Cloudburst  aft er leading his fellow 
hikers into a torrent ial rainstorm  in the 
Northum berland Hills. 
Our speaker was thanked by Gloria Blake. 

Jackie Hick. 
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Christm as Party  

This will be another fantast ic 
event  – and it ’s only next  m onth!   
Friday, Decem ber 16 th to be 
exact  -  and the locat ion is the Lion’s Cent re.   

There will be a com plete turkey dinner with all 
the t r im m ings, gourm et  desserts,  tea/ coffee 
and wine.   

And the Raffle  will have tw o prizes:   

1. VIA First  class t ickets for 2 anywhere in the 
Windsor to Quebec City Corridor   

2. A Candlelight  dinner for 2 at  the Woodlawn 
Inn.  

Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5 

Also lots of lucky draw prizes – 
keep your t icket !   

For Entertainm ent , we will have  

The Bernard sisters and 
 
the 

Big Easy 7   

Band ( r ight ) .  

5: 30pm  Social      6: 00pm  Dinner  

Tickets are $ 4 0 .0 0 .   

 

Tow n Crier  
At  the October 6 th m eet ing, Tom  MacMillan filled 
us in on the inside story of what  it ’s like being a 
town crier.  

But  first  he 
dem onst rated by 
announcing the 60 th 
wedding anniversary of 
Pat  and Don Gum m er. 

Tom  has been Town 
Crier for Cobourg since 
about  1988 as well as 
being the Drum  Major 
for  the Concert  Band 
and m any other 
volunteer act ivit ies. 

I n response to a 
quest ion he said that  he only has the one 
uniform  but  Bert  m akes repairs and 
adjustm ents as required. 

CAR RALLY 
The 2005 Car Rally was held 
on October 13 th and despite a 
light  rain all m orning, it  was 
one of the best  Car Rallies 
yet .  

The start  was 
at  the Big 
Apple and 
organized by 
a cheerful 
group led by 
Godfrey 
DeLisle with 
his Newfie 
rain hat . 

I nstead of collect ing inform at ion along the route, 
we had tasks at  each of the four stops. 

Lunch was at  the Bay of Quinte Golf Club and a 
feature was the cakes m ade specially for the 
occasion. One of the tasks each car was asked to 
do was to write a poem  about  the rally.  Our 

m aster of cerem onies, Leon Silk, read them  all 
out  to lots of applause and laughter.   

Then Bev Silk handed out  prizes to each car with 
the winners receiving the t rophy and the cash 
collected (Cash? long story -  ask anyone who 
went ! ) . 

 

Christm as -  2 0 0 5  
We will be celebrat ing Christm as at  our 
Decem ber 1st m eet ing.  Don’t  forget  t o 
wear red or green and bring a donat ion 
to the Food bank. 

No m eet ing on Decem ber 15 th.  
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Editor’s Corner 
There are quite a few photos in this edit ion – for 
m ore see our web site 
www.probusnorthum berland.com  then look on 
the Cobourg News Page. 
Note our new m onthly feature 
below – a calendar of all our 
events. Cut  it  out  and put  it  on 
your fr idge!  

John Draper, Editor   
10 Madison Ave., Cobourg, ON K9A 5R2 

Tel: 905 372-5839.  e- m ail: j draper@eagle.ca 

Shaw  Fest ival  Novem ber 2 4 th 

The shim m ering tale of an 
unlikely group st randed in an 
all-night  diner during a Kansas 
Snowstorm .  

Depart ing at  7: 00 am , t r ip 
includes luxury coach to 
Niagara on the Lake, then lunch 

at  the fam ous Oban Inn followed by the m at inee 
perform ance of Bus Stop at  the Royal George 
Theat re.   

Est im ated return t im e to Cobourg is 7: 30 pm . 
$ 1 0 6 .0 0  all inclusive .  

 

Novem ber 2 0 0 5  -  Probus More at  www.probusnorthum berland.com  

Sunday Monday Tuesday W ednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

  1 2 3 
Meet ing  
Rem em brance 
Day program  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 
Rem em brance 
Day 

12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Meet ing Bob 
I rvine Concert  
Band -  Lunch  

18 19 

20 21 22 23 
Bonspiel 

24 
Shaw  Fest ival 
7: 00am  

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

 

Decem ber 2 0 0 5  
Sunday Monday Tuesday W ednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

    1 
Meet ing 
Bells of 
Christm as 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 
 

16 
Christm as 
party  
5: 30pm  

17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 
Christm as 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
New Year’s 
Eve 

 


