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TH E COBOURG PROBI AN 
10 t h Ann i ver sar y  Year  

Volume 11,  Number 7,  July 2005 

The Probus Club of Cobourg and District 
P.O. Box 63,  Cobourg,  Ontario K9A 4K2 

Next Meeting: August 18th, 2005 
 

Pr esid en t ’s Messag e b y  Ray  Hi l ler  

Sum m er t im e and the living is easy – it  ain’t  cheap but  it ’s easy.  Com e winter and you 
want  som e sum m er weather, it  will cost  big bucks and necessitate leaving hom e and 
heading south. So, along with your fr iends and fam ily, enjoy the outdoors now. 

   Next  winter, with r ising gas prices, you m ight  have to take out  a second m ortgage , 
j ust  to fill your tank. 

    Enjoy the “Picnic in the Park”  and the Barbecue. 

Ray . 

 
Clu b  Pr og r am   

Ju ly  7 t h   ( m eet in g )  Sp eak er  –  Mar k  Peacock  – Ganaraska Conservat ion Authority – 25 
years after the flood  and how it  changed conservat ion.   

Ju ly  1 4 t h   Picn ic i n  t h e Par k  – at  Cobourg Lawn Bowling Club. Pot  Luck – bring 
a dish (with food in it ! ) . Also bring your own plate, cup and cut lery. 
After  lunch, m em bers will be able to bowl or  play bridge. 

Ju ly  2 1 st  ( o r  2 2 n d)  Con cer t  at  W est b en , Cam p b el l f o r d  – “Br in g  h im  Hom e” , 
Br o ad w ay  Hom ecom in g s.  A celebrat ion of m usical hom ecom ings 
from  Broadway and the worlds of Opera. 2.00pm . Car Pool. $25.00. 
For m ore, see below. 

Au g u st  1 1 t h   Bar b ecu e –  6  clu b s co m b in ed  BBQ at  Ro sen eat h  Fai r g r ou n d s. 
2: 00pm  to 5: 30pm . More inform at ion below. 

Au g u st  1 8 t h  ( m eet in g )  Sp eak er  ± Cat h y  Ob er h o l t zer   -  The Cobourg Archives. 

Sep t em b er  2 6 t h   I n t e r - Clu b  Go l f  a t  Ash b r ook  ± m orning start  ± last  day for t ickets is 
Septem ber 16 th -  m ore below. 

Oct ob er  1 3 t h  Car  Ral ly  ± m orning start  finishing with Lunch.  Tickets $30 and now 
on sale.  More below. 

Oct ob er  2 8 t h   

 

Ar sen ic an d  Old  Lace ± Dinner theat re at  Best  Western ± Com edy -  
$30.00 includes dinner, show all taxes and services ± see below for 
m ore. 

Su m m er  Meet in g  d at es 

There will be no m eet ings on July 21st or  August  4 th.  Meet ings will be held on July 7 th and August  18 th 
with the usual schedule resum ing in Septem ber. 
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Ex ecu t iv e 

Pr esid en t  Ray Hiller 
 Tel:  373-0978 

Past  Pr esid en t  Malcolm  Wardm an     
   Tel:   377-1930 
 e-m ail:  m .wardm an@sym pat ico.ca 

Vice Pr esid en t  Bob Spooner 
 Tel:  372-5165 

Rec. Secr et ar y  Eleanor Abram czyk 
 Tel:  372-9493 
 e-m ail:  eabram @eagle.ca 

Tr easu r er  Madeline Schoeber 
 Tel:  372-2606 

Mem b er sh ip  Karin Allan 
 Tel:  377-8098 
 e-m ail:   krallan@eagle.ca 

Pr ob ian  Ed i t o r  John Draper 
 Tel:  372-5839 
 e-m ail:  j draper@eagle.ca 

Sp eak er ’s Ch a i r  Myrt le Wardm an 
 Tel:  377-1930 
 e-m ail:  m .wardm an@sym pat ico.ca 

Hou se Man ag er  Maurice Fraser 
 Tel:  372-4103 
 e-m ail:  m ojo@eagle.ca 

Com m . Ser v ice  Joanne Dom ine 
 Tel:  377-8564 
 e-m ail:  j .dom ine@sym pat ico.ca 
 
A full list  of com m i t t ee  m em b er s is on our web 
site. Go to www.probusnorthum berland.com  then 
go to About  Us and select  Cobourg 

 

Mem b er sh ip  Ren ew al  

Mem bership fees of $36.00 m ay be paid at :  

·  Meet ing July 7 th (May be Post  dated Sept  
15 th)  

·  Meet ing August  18 th (May be Post  dated 
Sept  15 th)  

·  Meet ing Septem ber 1st  (May be Post  dated 
Sept  15 th)  

·  Meet ing Septem ber 15 th ± last  chance!  

Su m m er  Bar b ecu e 

The six Northum berland Probus 
clubs will be get t ing together to 
m ake one big barbecue party. 

W h er e:  Roseneath Fairgrounds -  
hom e of the fam ous Roseneath 
Carousel (which will operate for 
us) . Free Rides 2: 30 t ill 3: 30.  

W h en :  Thursday, Au g u st  1 1 t h . 2: 00pm  to 
5: 30pm .  

Pr ices:  $15.00 Mem bers, $17.50 guests 

$7.50 for kids under 12.  

 

Nor t h u m b er lan d  Play er s Pr esen t s:  

Arsenic and Old Lace 
Fr id ay  Oct ob er  2 8 t h  at  the Best  Western 

The Classic of com edies, Arsenic and Old Lace 
will provide a laugh filled evening.  There is 
never a dull m om ent  ± it  is pract ically m ayhem  
and by the end you are convinced that  
everyone is at  least  a lit t le insane. 

$ 3 0 .0 0  including dinner, show, all taxes and 
service.  
 

CAR RALLY 

The 2005 Car Rally will be held on the 2nd 
Thursday in October which is October 13 th.  I t  
will be a m orning rally with lunch at  the finish.  

No skill required!  No t im ing 
involved ± just  a lit t le 
navigat ing and quest ions to 
test  your power of 
observat ion ± lots of fun. 

Tick et s ar e $ 3 0  and will be for  sale at  all 
m eet ings unt il Septem ber.  Non m em bers 
welcom e.  Get  your t ickets soon to avoid 
disappointm ent . Cheques only please.   

Gam es &  
En t er t a in m en t :  

As well as the Carousel, 
there will be organized 
gam es and live 
Entertainm ent  by the 
Tw eed  Tw an g er s ( on 
r ight  ± also, m usic 
sam ple on our web site) . 
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“Br ing him Home”,   
Br oadway Homecomings 
W est b en  
Th eat r e, 
Cam p b el l f o r d  

July 21st  or 22nd at  
2.00pm  

Celebrate favourite m usical hom ecom ings from  
the worlds of opera and Broadway including 
"Bring Him  Hom e" from  Les Mis. 

$ 2 5 .0 0  -  No Bus ± Car Pool with other m em bers. 
For m ore details see Mary Ryan. 

 

No r t h u m b er lan d  Pr ob u s Clu b s 

I n t er clu b  Go l f  Ch al len g e 

Monday, Septem ber 26 2005 ( rain Date Sept .  
29 th)  at  Ashbrook Golf Club (Dale Road East  of 
Highway 28) . 

9  Ho le Shotgun Tee off at  9.30am  
(assem ble at  8.30 a.m .)  

Best  Clu b  av er ag e score wins. 
(Worst  Club takes hom e "Loo"Sers 
Trophy) .  Plus lots of Prizes 

Pr ices:  

Golf, Put t ing com pet it ion & Lunch .......... $ 4 0 .0 0  

Put t ing com pet it ion & Lunch only ........ . . $ 2 0 .0 0  

(Cheques only.  Made out  to Cobourg Probus)  

Cut  off date Friday Septem ber 16, 2005 

Advise if you wish to reserve a Car t  $ 7 .5 0  p er  
p er son  

Fo r  Tick et s Co n t act :  

Malcolm  Wardm an -  905 377 1930 

Par t icip at in g  will be the following Probus Clubs:  
Cobourg, North Shore, Port  Hope, 
Northum berland, Brighton, Colborne, 
Peterborough. 

 

A big t h an k  y ou  to all the volunteers 
for  the Waterfront  Fest ival on the July 
1st  weekend. 

Lo r n e Pat r ick  Go l f  Tou r n am en t   
The tournam ent  t ook place on a hot  hum id day 
(June 13)  but  the 28 golfers enjoyed 
them selves. We were joined by 20 addit ional 
m em bers for a roast  beef lunch which was far  
m ore tast y than our norm al m enu of 
ham burgers etc. 

Th e t r op h y  w in n er s w er e :  

Pug Heenan, Ron Fraser, Ross McKie, Bill 
St inson 

Ru n n er s u p :  

Mary Buckley, Elaine Elliot t , Lou Levtov, Jim  
Stewart . 

Most  h on est :   Joanne Dom ine, Jim  Dom ine, 
Stone Avery, Larry Flood. 

Closest  t o  p in :  Ladies -  Joanne Wat ters;  Men 
± Hal Jacobsen. 

Lu ck y  Sp o t :   Ladies:  -  Shirley Mart in;  Men –    
Ross McKie. 

Pu t t in g  co n t est :   John Waiters 

The following Com m it t ee provided great  
assistance:  

Joanne Dom ine, Malcolm  Wardm an, Bob 
Stothart , Pug Heenan, Helen Donaghey, Shir ley 
Fraser,  Bill Duncan, Bill Johnson, Russ 
Donaldson. 

Sp ecia l  t h an k s t o :  

Bi l l  Joh n so n  for  providing 36 sleves of golf 
balls courtesy of his son- in- law John Hutchison 
who sells golf supplies. This enabled us to give 
a Sleve to each golfer. 

Cob ou r g  Cr eek  Go l f  Clu b  for  providing four 
com plem entary green fees which were given to 
the winning foursom e. Also for their assistance 
in organising the event .   Hal  Jacob sen  

 
Ed i t o r ’s Cor n er  
I  am  always looking for Probus 
news item s to add and if you 
have som ething, I 'd be pleased 
to publish it .  But  item s m ust  be 
Probus related ± anything else is 
“opt ional”  and is only included if 
it 's short  and there is space 
available. 

Joh n  Dr ap er :   
10 Madison Ave.,  
Cobourg, ON K9A 5R2 

Tel :  905 372-5839.  e- m ai l :  j draper@eagle.ca 
W eb  Si t e :  www.probusnorthum berland.com  
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Pr ob u s Mem b er s Sp eak  Ou t  

On Thursday June 2nd our keynote speakers were 
none other than our own Mary Korol, Leon Silk, 
and Basil Fox. 

Mar y  Ko r o l  

Mary presented a short  talk on her recent  t r ip to 
England. Air Transat  provided the t ransportat ion 
and for  only $30 ext ra Mary was afforded the 
privilege of select ing her seat  in advance. Why 
does the t ravel indust ry always have it s hand on 
our pockets? The tour guide was a spry 84 year 
old by the nam e of Joan Hill;  she is a walking 
m achine!  

Highlights of the t r ip included London's Wheel 
with it s 32 glass pods, The Tank Museum  and a 
walk thru the bat t le t renches. Next  it  was off t o 
Plym outh and a tour of the 1620 Mayflower, the 
hom estead of Winston Churchill and finally a 
walking tour of historic Exeter. 

Mary concluded with a few local news item s from  
the other side. These included an update on a 
social phenom enon called “Hoodies”  which is a 
teenage clothing fad and finally the Brits react ion 
to Tony Blair 's winning a third term . I t 's t oo bad 
that  her 5 m inute deadline cam e so soon because 
she was just  about  to get  into happenings at  
Happy Hour each day. I 'm  sure if we twist  her 
arm  she will do another five m inutes on that  
subject  alone.   

Leon  Si lk    

Leon's oral essay was ent it led:  “How A City Boy 
Becam e A Farm er or How To Get  Rich With Beef 
Cat t le”  

First  you start  with 26 acres of grass in beaut iful 
Grafton. That 's followed by hir ing a drover t o 
purchase eight  steers for you. Next  you put  the 
new steers in the 26 acres of grass and presto 
they get  fat  and you sell them  for m illions. 

Unfortunately no one told Leon that  t rain whist les 
that  blow all day long as the freights pass his 
property will spook the cat t le. I n fact ,  the whist les 
were so effect ive, Leon's prize steers were AWOL 
in less than a day. Now the search was on. Salt  
blocks were st rategically placed with lit t le affect . 
The cat t le were lost  and they didn't  know their 
way hom e. I n fact , they were so lost  they roam ed 
the lush fields of Northum berland County for  two 
and a half m onths. They were fat t ening up nicely!  
Not  even a rodeo crew could round them  up. 

Finally a local farm er spot ted the herd on his 
property and they were eventually shot  and 
butchered. Now Leon was faced with selling  

3000 lbs of choice beef in 10 days. Needless to 
say prices were good and m any fr iends helped 
him  out ;  and that 's how you get  wealthy being 
a farm er. 

Basi l  Fox  

Basil's talk was ent it led “Why I  Cam e To 
Canada” . I  thought  writ ing this sum m ary was 
going to be a breeze because Basil's answer 
was plain and sim ple “WORK & MONEY” . 

Basil hails from  “Old I reland” . When he finished 
his form al educat ion at  the prest igious private 
High School Of Dublin at  the tender age of 
eighteen he was ready for the business world 
and he had a lust  to t ravel. His father had other 
ideas and convinced him  to stay put  unt il he 
was 21. 

He accepted a posit ion as an apprent ice in an 
Internat ional Com pany and finished his t raining 
by scoring in the top three percent ile of a class 
of 40 t rainees. This was followed by a post ing 
in the Not t ingham  area of England where as a 
past im e he played soccer. 

At  the r ipe old age of 21 he was off t o Canada 
with the princely sum  of 40 Brit ish pounds in 
his back pocket .  He arrived on a cold Novem ber 
day and the rest  is history. He was im m ediately 
at t racted to the financial indust ry where he 
spent  40 years and wrapped up a very 
successful career as Senior Vice President  for 
Ontario and the Marit imes. Also included in the 
m ix was a m ove to PEI  where he was appointed 
to his com pany's Senior Board.  

He is m arried to a lovely Scot t ish nurse;  he has 
4 kids and 8 grand kids. I t  was obvious how 
Basil feels about  his adopted count ry as he 
wrapped it  up with this….. “ I  love I reland but  
God Bless Canada.”  Ru ss Do n a ld son  

 

Hin t  f r om  t h e Sch oo l  o f  Ex p er ien ce 

I f your Visa or other card with a m agnet ic 
st r ipe is in a pocket  or purse near a m agnet , it  
won’t  work in bank m achines!    

Geo r g e Bu n t in  

 
2 0 0 5  Elect ion s 
Our club holds elect ions each year in 
Septem ber and this year we need to fill the 
posit ions of Vice  Pr esid en t  and Recor d in g  
Secr et ar y  (all others are on a 2 year t erm ) .  

 


