
 

 

    PROBUS PATTER      
                     The Newsletter of the Port Hope and District Probus Club 
                                    P.O. Box 322, Port Hope, Ontario L1A 3W4    
                                             www.probusnorthumberland.com 

 

                                                                                 President’s Message 
 

Management 
Committee 

 
President 

Erik Norenius 
 

Vice President 
Liz Davidson 

 
Secretary 

Keith Pickett 
 

Treasurer 
Alan Butler 

 
Membership Chair 

Jim Graham 
 

Newsletter Chair 
Gary Webb 

 
Program Chair 

Richard Chubb 
 

Special Events 
Chair 

Edith Carr 
 

Past President 
Selwyn Shields 

 
 

December, 2006 
Volume 8 
Issue 11 

 
 

 

Wasn’t it Will Rogers who said …“All I 
know is what I read in the papers”?  

Will Rogers would have a lot of material 
to work with in debunking the foibles of 
man were he alive these days. But he 
also might say…”All I know is what I 
read in Wikipedia”. 

For those not familiar with it, Wikipedia 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page) 
is a free on-line encyclopedia that 
anyone can edit. It is an amazing source 
of information for it offers close to 
1,500,000 articles on-line. Of course the 
fact that “anyone can edit” should be a 
warning that there could be errors 
(although controls are in place). 

So what does Wikipedia have to do with 
Christmas? Not much, except that I 
used it to find answers to the True and 
False quiz that follows!  

1. Christmas is the most economically 
significant holiday of the year.  

2. Santa Claus is also known as Saint 
Nicholas, Saint Basil and Father Frost.  

3. Churches using the Gregorian 
calendar observe Christmas on January 
7

th
. 

4. Various writers of the 14
th
 Century 

condemned caroling as lewd. 

5. In 1647 Puritan parliamentarians 
officially banned the celebration of 
Christmas. 

6.The Christmas tree tradition was 
imported from Germany about 1835 

7. Some Muslims celebrate Christmas 
because Islam regards Jesus as a 
prophet, messenger and one of the top 

 

 

 five human 
servants of Allah. 

8. In America, 
Christmas fell 
out of favor after 
the American 
Revolution. 

9. The Bible identifies Balthassar, 
Melchior, and Caspar as the three 
Magi. 

10. Dickens’ A Christmas Carol played 
a major role in reinventing Christmas 
as a holiday emphasizing family, 
goodwill, and compassion. 

Dickens had it right of course; 
Christmas truly is a time to celebrate 
with family and friends. We may be 
disturbed by the excesses of 
commercialism, the crowds and all-day 
Christmas carols in the malls and the 
iffy weather but we cannot deny that 
there is excitement in the air as we 
make our preparations. Besides, it’s 
fun for us in Port Hope to window shop 
in the downtown core in lightly falling 
snow… isn’t it?  

The Management Committee wishes 
you all a Merry Christmas and a 
healthy and happy New Year. In the 
words of Will Rogers: "Live your life so 
that whenever you lose, you're ahead." 

                                    

 

 

 

[The answers to #3 and #9 are false (according 
to Wikipedia.)] 
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Meeting, November 7, 2006 
Attendance - 123 members, 8 guests 
                                                                                        
Presentation – Westben Theatre-Donna Bennett & Brian Finley 
 
In 1990, soprano Donna Bennett and pianist/composer Brian Finley were enjoying the early 
stages of international careers. Having lived and worked for several years in Europe, they 
returned to Donna’s hometown of Campbellford, Ontario to start a family. 
 
Involving themselves in local theatre productions and seeing the support in the community, they 
saw the potential for a local theatre. In 1999, The Westben Arts Festival Theatre was formed as 
a not-for-profit organization dedicated to creating, enriching and integrating professionals and 
amateurs in musical projects and educational activities. Run by a Board of Directors, Westben received its charitable 
status in 2000.  
 
Now with an array of musical events from June to December, Westben is looking forward to presenting many more 
concerts in the future featuring everything from Bach to Broadway favourites, opera and jazz. 
 
 
Meeting, October 17, 2006 
Attendance – 101 members, 6 prospective members, 1 guest  
 
Presentation – Trinity College School-Stuart Grainger 
 
The headmaster of TCS gave us his perspective on the role of the school in the education of its 
students, the community and the world at large. 
 
He pointed out that students at TCS are continually challenged and integrity, respect, honesty 
and compassion are fundamental. It is a place where the development of character is as 
important as the refinement of intellect. 
 
Most, if not all, the audience felt that if they had a child of school age they would make every effort to send them to TCS 
where the attitude is that which we were brought up with - there are rules and you live by them. If you do not then there 
are always consequences - a basic fact which appears not to receive enough emphasis for many of today’s young 
people. 
 
“Friendship Clubs”, such as Probus are a terrific idea - one that he envisioned as being a way of helping today’s young 
people who often lack a voice of experience or authority in their lives - a way of getting people of different racial/religious 
backgrounds to come to some kind of understanding of each other.  
 
A dynamic speaker who is obviously totally committed to his role, he struck “many chords” with his audience as 
evidenced by the resounding ovation he received at the end of his presentation.  
  

 
Report from the Management Committee 
 
At the meeting of November 14th the management committee spent some time considering the survey results 
and concluded with the recommendation for the club to hold two regular meetings each month except July, 
August and December. Attendance requirements would remain at 25% of regular meetings. 
 
We also reviewed the budget for the ‘06/07 year revising the subsidy down a little for St. Patrick’s day and the 
summer picnic but allocating this money to a reserve for any potential 10th year anniversary event. 
 
Discussion about the increase in attendance centered around the need to prepare seating and refreshment 
for the increased numbers and the possibility of additional cost for the hall. 
 
Next meeting of the management committee is December 12th. 
 

 

December 2006                                                                                                                           Page 2 



 

 

                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            PROBUS PATTERPROBUS PATTERPROBUS PATTERPROBUS PATTER 
 
Probus 2007 Interclub Bowling Tournament 
 
To be held Monday January 22, 2007, starting at 9:30 am at Northshore Bowling Lanes in the Northumberland 
Mall, Cobourg. The cost for 3 games is $8.25 including shoe rental to be paid in cash at the bowling alley. 
Lunch is at 1:00 pm at the Lions Community Centre – cost $15 by cheque payable to Probus Club of Port 
Hope and District (non-bowlers welcome!) 
Please register for bowling and give cheque for luncheon to Edith or Hazel no later than January 2. 
Register early. Bowling limited to 110 bowlers on a “first come first served” basis. 

 
October 3                                                                                                                       November 7 

 

              WeWeWeWelcome Our Six lcome Our Six lcome Our Six lcome Our Six  
                                                                                                                New New New New MembersMembersMembersMembers    
 
 
 
 

        Grace Lees                                                                                                                  Daphne Dorling 
 
November 7                                        October 17                                                            November 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Lynn Prower                                           Paul and Marg Tait                                   Gloria Schumacher    

 
Catering News                                                
Rena Watson 905-885-5441 
 

Dec. Captain-Janice Watson 
Dec. 5   David Watson, Mysie 
Vanhinsberg 
Michael Dennis, Rena Watson 
 
January Captain-Eileen Pickett 
Jan. 2  Margot Agnew, Joan McIntosh 
            Linda & Dennis Parsons 
 
Jan. 16  David & Mary Butler 
              Julie Cotter, May Anderson 
 
Feb. Captain-Pat Buchan 
 
Feb.6  Vern & Judy Johnston 
            Dorothy Gilmer, John Buchan 
 
Feb.20 Bob & Barb Moorcroft 
            Una Norenius, Beth Wallace 
 
 
 
December 2006 

 
 

List of Volunteers 
 

Margot Agnew, May Anderson 

Ede Burger, David & Mary Butler, 
Pat & John Buchan, Rita & Terry Bell 
 
Don Campbell, Pauline Carrick,  
Lois Cherry, Nicole Corbeil,  
Julie Cotter,Tom Crooks 

Lorraine Darke, Betty DeLong 
Michael Dennis, Charmion Dennys 
 
Dorothy Gilmer, Kitty Hatch,  
Ruby Hunter 

Vern & Judy Johnson, Shirley Kane 
Joan Lawson, Dorothy Lent,  
Betty Lucas 
 
Jean McCall, Jane McCluskey,  
Joan McIntosh,  
Allan & Margaret McCready 
 
Barb & Bob Moorcroft  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Una Norenius 

Eileen & Keith Pickett, Linda & Dennis Parsons 
 
Bonnie Reid, Betty Richards, 
Carol Rolph, Ruth Roy 
Doreen & Peter Rossi 
  
Anne Shields, Elaine Simpson  
Ian Taite, Mysie Vanhinsberg  
 
Beth Wallace, Donna Wakely  
Janice & David Watson 
                    
 
Please be at the hall at 8:30 am. If unable to 
attend, please give the name of your substitute 
to your captain. Substitutes should be chosen 
from the list of volunteers, making certain that 
the alternative is not already scheduled for the 
months shown in the schedule. 
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                                                       January 2007 
             Sun         Mon            Tues            Wed       Thurs           Fri          Sat 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Remember, if Christmas isn't found in your heart, you won't find it under a tree. 
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3 4 

 

5 9:30 Probus 

Waste 
Mgt.Facility 

Mark Stevenson 
Liz Stewart 

 

6 
 

7 8 9 

10 
 

11 
 

12  9:30 Mgt.                                                     

Meeting 
 
Christmas Party 
Best Western 

13 

 

14 15 16 

17 18 
 

19 20 

 

21 22 23 

24 
 
 
                

31 

25 

 
Christmas 

26 

          
     Boxing Day 

27 28 29 30 

 

  

1 
 
New Year’s 

Day 

2   
 
9:30 Probus 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 
 

9 
9:30 

Management 
Meeting 

10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
9:30 Probus 

 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 9:30 am 
Interclub 
Bowling 
N’land Mall 

23 
 

24 25 26 27 

28 
 

29 30 31    

PLANNED 
SPECIAL 

EVENTS 2007 
 

February 
Theatre Night 

 
March 

Guys & Dolls, 
Stage West 

 
April 

RCAF Memorial 
Museum, 
Trenton 

 
May 

Toronto All-Star 
Big Band (May 5) 

 
New York City 

 
June 
Picnic 

 
July 

4
th
 Line Theatre 

Westben Theatre 
 

August 
Senior’s Jubilee 

 

September 
Car Rally 

Corn Roast 
 

October 
Stratford Theatre 

 

December 
Christmas Party 

 
Contact 

Edith 885-5390 
Hazel 885-4628 


