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I, Vice -president Sharron, would like to take 

a few lines from President Bruce to thank 

everyone for their support in running my 

first Probus Meeting in Bruce's absence. I 

believe the Management Meeting ran 

very smoothly and very quickly 

(although I'm thinking that I may 

have scared a few people off as we 

did have an extraordinary number of 

regrets that day. I really don't bite!) 

The General Meeting also appeared 

to run as smoothly.  I hope you will vouch for 

me with Bruce that I followed his carefully 

planned agenda to the letter.  I also want to 

thank Brenda and Dick Malowney for acting 

as greeters to the members coming in the 

door that morning.  This was the first time 

for this practice and you both set the tone 

of welcoming and fun that, I felt, ran 

throughout the entire meeting. We hope this 

become a regular practice and that when 

asked you will agree to do this small job. 

Thank you to all who attended for your gra-

cious comments.  

 

June and I had a great couple of weeks in 

Florida, it was a nice winter break, although 

we think we did something wrong somewhere 

when we realized we brought money home 

with us!  We knew that the Club was in good 

hands while we were away, and , if I have 

read the minutes of the last meeting cor-

rectly, we even did not lose the bowling 

tournament!!  When something like 

that happens we know a new day has 

dawned for Northshore Probus.  I see 

our late winter, early spring ( Ah the 

thought of Spring) Social events cal-

endar is full with events and socials 

that all can enjoy and our line up of 

Speakers and entertainment is set  so we 

can all look forward to the Fellowship and 

Fun of Probus. 

 

President Bruce and Vice -President Sharron  
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Solutions to Januaryõs Puzzles 

When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 

Bluejay Ticket Raffle 
 

For the next three months at every meeting we will be 
selling raffle tickets for four field-level tickets for any Blue-
jay game for the 2008 season excluding New York Yan-
kee games or Boston Red Sox games. 

The tickets are $2.00 each or three for $5.00 
ǆǇ Take yourself out to the Ballgame!! ǆǇ 

Bluejay Tickets for Sale 
Bluejay vs Boston Red Sox 

Saturday, August 23rd 
1:07 pm 

$40.00 each 
(Childrenôs get to run the bases on this day) 

See Sharron McMann 

Drinks and óAppies 
 

One couple volunteers to host 
the event and lets the organ-
izer know how many people 
they can accommodate.  The 
number is usually between ten 
to fifteen couples.  The hostôs 
responsibility is to provide the 
location, tea and coffee, cut-
lery and small plates,napkins 
(usually paper) and that's it.     
Members take turn to host 
these evenings. 
  
Each member or coupleôs re-
sponsibility is to bring with 
them their own beverage of 
choice for the evening.  This 
can be anythingé.wine, beer 
or martinis ( with the shaker), 
coca cola, soft drinks and 
even lemonade, etc. Each 
member or couple also brings 
a small plate of hors d'oeuvres 
or óappies to share as pot luck 
( appies is short for appetiz-
ers ).  They also bring with 
them their own glasses and 
coffee mugs.  At the end of the 
evening, the guests take home 
their beverage, empties, any 
leftovers of their óappy and 
their dirty glasses and mugs. 

Small Craft and Business Show - Feb 

20/08 

Come and enjoy the  Small Craft and Busi-
ness Show on February 20/08 at which 
there will be displays of hobbies, busi-

nesses and  items for sale, all by your fellow 
Northshore Probians  If you would like to 
have a table reserved please call Kathy 
Maclean (905)377-8069, Sun Thibault  

(905) 373-0961 or Reta Chatten (905)372-
2913. 

The Northshore Pro-
bus Bridge Club #2 will 
meet on February 8th at 

Sharon  
O'Connor's house and 
on Feburary 22nd at 

Rick Potter's. 

Spice up your  
February  

with lunch on 
Wednesday Feb. 
20th at 12:15 pm 
at The Spice of 

Life Bar & Bistro, 
Covert Street, Co-
bourg $15.00 in-
cludes Lunch (4 

choices), Dessert 
Tea or Coffee and 
taxes.  Please let 
Diane Morrison 

know if you plan to 
attend by 10 am 

Feb. 20th. 
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The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine was fully recovered. 

For Kids Sake  
 Fun, fezzes, Christmas cakes and cir-
cuses, huge conventions climaxing in monster 
parades with grown men tooling around on a 
wide variety of mechanical conveyances, ac-
companied by uncountable marching bands still 
remain the most lasting image of the Shriners. 
This may still be their pleasure, Barry MacQuil-
lan, a long time Shriner, concedes but it is 
hardly their passion. That, of 
course, remains providing free hos-
pital care across North America for 
children with disabilities, funding 
the research that makes their heal-
ing possible and the pride that the 
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine is ñthe worldôs 
greatest philanthropyò.  
 
 The Shriners took on these 
good works in 1922 long after the 
organizationôs inception in 1872, as 
Barry explains ñbecause you canôt 
just live for funò. From its first pro-
ject, a crippled childrenôs hospital in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, the organi-
zation has grown until today its an-
nual budget for its various hospitals 
stands at ñ$126,000,000.00ò. All of it sustained 
by a well-managed endowment, as Barry con-
cedes, ñWe could never sell enough Christmas 
cakes.ò 
 
 If ñall units in a Shriners hospital are freeò 
does not instantly fill Canadians with awe, per-
haps spoiled a bit by our national icon, Medi-
care, still we should admire them for the type of 
patients they choose to serve. Orthopaedics, 
spinal cord injuries and burn victims especially 
when the clients are children is hardly an easy 
task. The treatment all too often requires long 
stays requiring hospitals to include schools and 
psychological services ñto help them fit inò for 
the world is not uniformly kind.  Still Barry as-

sures that ñWe will take no patient that they can-
not helpò and ñkeep each child as long as we 
need toò.    
  

Still the difficulty of the task means suc-
cess stories are not easily come by. For exam-
ple, Brittle Bone Disease means that a baby 
might break a leg just standing in his crib. It was 

ñnormalò to have a child endure ñ50 
or 60 breaks ñ, even to have the 
parents accused of being batterers 
before its diagnosis. Scars donôt 
grow leaving burn victims horribly 
disfigured. Thus the Boston Burn 
Centre is experimenting with 
ñartificial skin transplantséthat 
grow in a Petrie dishò. Furthermore 
with the assistance of ña computer 
implanted gaited walk ña young per-
son was able to recover from an 
athletic injury and take ña $6million 
walk across the stage to get his 
graduation diplomaò. 
    
 Medical marvels have be-
come the legacy of our age yet the 
real human story is its availability to 

those in need. Thus one can understand a 
motherôs admiration at the sight of her broken 
child coming home whole, ñI gave him birth but 
the Shriners gave him a life.ò, come to know her 
happiness at the generosity of spirit for those 
who heed the call, ñ Suffer little children to come 
unto meò. 
  


