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Now that Halloween and Daylight  Saving 

Time are behind us we have entered the sea-

son that I call the real Fall, and if this year 

is a repeat of last year, Winter wont start 

until February! The only Folks not 

happy with that are the Skiers and 

Snowmobilers and I apologize to 

them for my optimistic outlook.  

Chuck Kennedy attended the Presi-

dents council with me on Oct. 19 and 

I am very happy to report that Pro-

bus is very alive and growing in Northumber-

land. 

Both the Cobourg and Northumberland Clubs 

report membership of 204. Port  Hope has 

150 members,and the new Port Hope Club -

Ganaraska Valley- opened with 120 mem-

bers .I have since heard that their member-

ship has reached the cap -due to space limi-

tations -of 150. Colborne have 60 members 

and Brighton has 150. Our Club has 156 

members and we seem to be growing every 

meeting, So in this area there are nearly 

1100 members of Probus Clubs.  That's a lot 

of Grey Power!  

This month we have two real fun events - the 

annual Silent Auction will be held at the 

meeting on Nov. 21, this year the com-

mittee has added a "re -gift" Table  

that will add a new dimension to the 

event especially if you see something 

that you gave as a gift last Christmas. 

So plan to get working on your best 

recipes and crafts, and bring along 

your cheque book to try to surpass Bob 

Skene and Rick Potter's soon to be famous 

Wild Grape Jelly.  

Following the Silent Auction a bus full from 

our Club is going to Toronto to see White 

Christmas followed by a buffet dinner at the 

Hot House Cafe.  

More about Christmas and Years Eve events 

in the next Newsletter.  

Bruce 

www.probusnorthumberland.com 
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Law of the Result        
        When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, it will. 

Notices 

BAKE     CRAFT     BAKE     CRAFT     BAKE     

CRAFT      
 

Letôs get ready for the Annual Bake and Craft Sale!!!!! 
 
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November 21.  
 
Bring in your goodies and crafts and, if you happen to have some 
items that you would like to óre-giftô, bring those as well. 
 
Sale will use the ósilent auctionô method.  Donôt let Bob Skene or 
Chuck Kennedy get all those treats or crafts. Give them some compe-
tition! 
 
Pies, tarts, cakes, squares, cookies, breads, jam, pickles, knitting, 
glass, woodworkingðbring in your specialty or specialties!  Show off 
your talents! 
 
We are going to use the proceeds for that great Christmas party  in  
December.  Letôs raise $500!  We can do it! 
Questions?  Ideas?  Call Mary Potter:  372-1758 

 

BAKE     CRAFT     BAKE     CRAFT     BAKE     

CRAFT  
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Law of Biomechanics        

        The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.  

When Virtue Becomes Vice  

 Patient listening, hearing a person out, and 
taking a man at his word once stood as the hall-
marks of civility. But, as with so many other habits of 
character, even respect for oneôs elders seems now 
a fading symbol of a passing age. In fact, as Brock 
Godfrey of Phone Busters, the O.P.P. Fraud Centre, 
warns that a seniorôs reward for ña  trusting natureò  
is a distinguished position on a con manôs ñsuckersô 
listò and the knowledge that this dis-
tinction will be shared with others of 
the same ilk. 
 
 Phone Bustersô mission is ñto 
target serious fraud and illegal mass 
marketingò. It has formed ña lot of 
partnershipsò with a variety of finan-
cial services such as credit card 
companies,ò that provide both fund-
ing and staffò as well as the exper-
tise on constantly changing 
schemes that are in operation. Its 
Help-Line handles on an average 
ñ123,000 calls a yearò that Brock 
states represents ñprobably 10% of 
actual frauds committedò. Still in dol-
lar amounts these losses stood at 
ñ$85 million between 2004 and 
2006ò and, he cautions, ña staggeringly larger 
amount if the 10% estimate is correct.ò 
  
 Seniors are ñmost vulnerable because they 
home all day and too trusting.ò Thus as specific 
group,ò Seniorsô Bustersécall victims providing help 
to educate and try to get their money back.ò A case 
in point involved bringing in family members to pre-
vent a senior from turning over all the proceeds from 
the sale of his farm to a con man. 
 
 In basic format of the schemes is hardly new 
but the format has been updated. 
 

The Fraudulent Cheque: An Auto Trader listing 
produces a buyer, usually European, willing 
to pay your full asking price for your car if 
you would only pay the shipping.  Payment is 
by cheque but it will take 90 days to clear 

and bounce but by that time you have sent 
the car and paid the shipping. 

Romance Scheme: Most commonly a Russian 
scam in which the would-be lothario will soon 
be without love as well as without his money. 

Circus Tickets: Telemarketing scam, ñonly 17 
cents out of every dollar actually goes to the 
police association.ò 

Plishing: ñPhoney calls from Visa or 
Banks (especially the Royal Bank) 
requesting that you change your ac-
count number or passwordéò 
Identity Theft: ñSteal your wallet, 
purse, or mailéappropriate your 
name, change your addresséò  Ad-
vice: make sure your bills keep 
showing up. 
Mortgage Fraud: ñépressure the 
province...the promised reforms 
have not gone through yet.ò 
 
Of course, prevention is easier than 
cure. Advice abounds: ñA fool and 
his moneyéòòIf it sounds too good, 
itéò  It is a sad commentary on our 
time that bad manners need to be 
the rule and strict acceptance of cli-

ché the sign of enlightenment.  

 

Bruce welcomes  
John and Jacqueline Christie  
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Law of the Bath  

 When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone rings.  

See Bruce Collins for Cut -Rate Tour Packages 

In Flander's Fields  
 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place; and in the sky  
The larks still bravely singing, fly  
Scarce heard amid the guns below.  
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago  
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie  
In Flander's fields.  
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe:  
To you from failing hands we throw  
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  
If ye break faith with us who die  
We shall not sleep, tho poppies grow  
In Flander's fields.  
 
Liet. -Col. John McCrae  


