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Summer 
 

ñTake me out to the ball game, 

Take me out with the crowd, 

Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack, 

I donôt care if I never get back, 

Let me root, root, root for the home team, 

If they donôt win itôs a shame, 

For itôs one, two , three strikes, youôre out, 

At the old ball game.ò 

 

Written in 1908 by 

Jack Norworth 

 

     The warm days of summer and glorious 
sunshine have arrived bringing forth a host 
of outdoor activities. It is a wonderful time of 
year to enjoy the garden, go for walks, lan-
guish by the pool , experiment with the  new  
patio barbeque, plan family picnics and engage in 
summer sports ,perhaps to try out that new hybrid 
golf club and even attend a few ball games. For 
some, it is an opportunity to get away by relaxing at 
the cottage with grandchildren. Summer is a mar-
velous elixir for the spirits. Enjoy! 
   Canada Day celebrations remind us that this 
great country is 140 years old on July 1, 2007. We 
celebrate our diversity and rich cultural mosaic 
which have contributed so much to the growth and 
development of Canada.  
  We, also, have an anniversary celebration and 
picnic planned for August 15, 2007 to recognize our 
4Th year as a Probus Club. It is a tribute to the 
many members of Northshore who have volun-
teered their time over the past four years in various 
management positions and to the host of volun-
teers who have assisted with committee work to 
shape this Club. And now, as we enter our 5Th year, 
we need your dreams and visions to guide us in our 
future growth. Wonôt you please consider accepting 

a nomination or nominating yourself to one of the 
executive positions, or volunteering to assist on one 
of the management committees? Your ideas may 
make a difference. Please complete and return 
nomination sheets to Dick or Bob on or before Au-
gust 1,2007.  
  A reminder to our members  that there is only one 
regular  meeting this month, July 4 ,2007 and one 
regular meeting next month , August 1, 2007. And 
as mentioned earlier, our anniversary festivities and 

picnic will be held at the Drope Farm on Au-
gust 15. Since last yearôs party was a smash-
ing success with over 90 Probus Members and 
guests attending this bash, I recommend that 
you see Sharron as soon as possible for tick-
ets. 
And a final reminder,  membership renewal 
fees of $30.00 are due no later than July 

31,2007. Since we have only one meeting this 
month, please assist Bruce Collins, Membership 
Chair, if you havenôt already done so, by handing in 
a post dated cheque today,  made out to The Pro-
bus Club of Northshore.  Hit a home run for The 
Club!!!! 
Hope you have a safe, relaxing and happy summer. 
See you at the ball park.  
 
President Chuck 
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Solutions to Juneõs Puzzles 

"I didn't attend the funeral , but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it." -- Mark Twain 

Notices  

RESERVE THIS 

DATE!   

Annual Picnic and An-
niversary Party. 
Wednesday, August 
15, Drope Farm, Har-
wood. Tickets on sale 
July 4th. Price TBA  

...from the Vice President ......in response to a number of requests for a hard copy of your 
"thought for the day" from the June 20th meeting, here it isé... 

 

Jar and Two Cups of Coffee  

When things in your life seem almost too much too handle, when 24 hours in a day are not enough, 

 remember the mayonnaise jar and the 2 cups of coffee.  A professor stood before his philosophy 

class and had some items in front of him.  When the class began, wordlessly, he picked up a very  

large and empty mayonnaise jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if 

the jar was full. They agreed that it was. 

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly.  

The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls. He then asked the students again if the 

jar was full they agreed it was. 

 The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar . Of course, the sand filled up  

everything else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The students responded with a unanimous 

yes. 

The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and poured the entire contents 

into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the sand. The students laughed. Now, said the 

professor, as the laughter subsided, I want you to recognize that this jar represents your life. The golf 

balls are the important things-your family, your children, your health, your friends, and your favorite 

passions--things that if everything else was lost and only they remained your life would still be full.  

The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house, and your car. The sand is eve-

rything else -- the small stuff. 

 If you put the sand into the jar first, he continued, there is no room for the pebbles or the golf  balls. 

The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have 

room for the things that are important to you.  Pay attention to the things that are critical to your hap-

piness. Play with your children. Take time to get medical checkups. Take your partner out to dinner. 

Play another 18. There will always be time to clean the house and fix the disposal.  Take care of the 

golf balls first -- the things that really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand. 

One of the students raised her hand and inquired what the coffee represented. 

 The professor smiled. Im glad you asked. It just goes to show you that no matter how full your life 

may seem, theres always room for a couple of cups of coffee with a friend.   
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"He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends.ò -- Oscar Wilde  

Patting the Dog  

 Alex Good, a book reviewer, character-
izes an almost generic moment in films,òthe pat-
the-dog-sceneò. ñThe heroò (by stroking the ani-
mal) performs a gratuitous act of kindness and 
decencyéstanding up for the weakésimply es-
pousing some virtuous, progressive cause.ò 
Maureen Williams, head of the areaôs Saint 
Johnôs Ambulatory Dogs pro-
gram, would insist the opposite 
is true. For in the relationship 
with pets, itôs not what one 
gives but what one gets that 
ends up mattering the most. 
 
 Her dogs are hardly 
ñworking dogsò in the traditional 
sense, as say, a seeing-eye 
dog. They are just ordinary pets 
that provide what all pets do, 
ñcomfort, joy and companion-
shipò; her volunteers simply 
ñshare their dogs with othersò. It 
seems that mere act of the 
dogs moving about ñget people 
talking, feel good, somehow 
feel loved and appreciated.ò Old 
people, ñwho havenôt spoken in daysò find words 
to say to the stranger in their midst, ñatrophied 
musclesò cause ñto move limbs to reach out and 
touchò.  
  

Then there is also an educational role. 
Children ageôs five to nine are most likely to be 
bitten so the dogs go to schools to teach how to 
act around a strange dog,ò trained, ñto stand tall 
like a treeò, how to touch a dog so that it will not 
be come agitated. Youngsters from Brookside 
School who might know little respect n their 
everyday lives seek and ñfind unconditional ac-
ceptanceò in the natural affection of the dogs. 
Perhaps there is still more, as Maureen hopes, 
ñAs empathy increases, aggression decreasesò 
 

 The dogs that successfully pass the test 
know instinctively know how to behave as 
manôs best friend. Of course there is the ex-
pected, ñmandatory police and vet checksò but 
what is most important are the dogôs 
ñinterpersonal skillsò. The dogs have to become 
accustomed ñto being touched everywhereé

walk through crowds without get-
ting excitedéeven when deliber-
ately excited regain control 
quickly.ò Dogs must be able to 
cope with the different from the 
ñsickness and death of palliative 
care unitsò, grow familiar ñéwith 
wheelchairs, walkers and shak-
ing hands offering treatsò and 
ñthe excitability of children in a 
classroom, all chaos, all pressing 
close, wanting to touch.ò and to 
do this repeatedly week after 
week.        
 
 Now Alex maintains that in 
film the trick always works,òé
since we like to think ourselves 
better than we are.ò Maureen 

persists with her efforts because the dogs al-
ways make people happier than they were. 
 

Kay and Rudy Vande Stouwe announce the birth of 

their granddaughter Amber Johnna June 14th. 

 

Congratulations to our newest members, Bob and 

Pat Riddell, Pat and Gordon Gilchrist, and Beth and 

Bill Willoughby.  

 

Congratulations to Shane and Kathy Mclean on 

their 43rd Anniversary  

Congratulations to Rick and Diane Morrison on 

their 20th Anniversary 
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"I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn't it." -- Groucho Marx  

 Shakespeareôs Cassius in the play Julius 
Caesar volunteers, ñéI your glass / Will mod-
estly discover to yourself/ That of yourself which 
yet you know not of.ò This, of course, is a ne-
cessity as Brutus explains,òé for the eye sees 
not itself/ But by reflection, by some other 
things.ò  For Cyndi Taylor, the former model, ex-
military, cur-
rently photogra-
p h e r  a n d 
teacher, and 
soon to be 
globe- tro t t ing 
p h o t o  t o u r 
gu ide,  that 
ñsome other 
thingò is a cam-
era, its reflec-
tion ñpainting 
with lightò, as its 
i m a g e s 
ñcaptures the 
soulò, and art 
whereby, she 
hopes, ñto de-
fine myselfò .    
 
 Cyndi simply displays her work hesitating 
to evaluate it other than wishing ñthe photos are 
artò. The first grouping, Nudes in Nature, con-
trasts the hard, angular lines of raw nature 
against the soft, subtle, grace of the nude hu-
man form, the distinction made all the more ob-
vious with starkness of the black and white of 
her photographs. The second grouping is pho-
tos she took in Ethiopia where she served with 
the military. Here too the theme is contrast, but 
this time it is the obvious beauty of the land-
scape set against the harshness it imposes 
lives of its people. 

 She characterized this trip as a ñspirit 
journeyé (its path) roadmaps etched on these 
facesò. All the faces show weariness, the pre-
mature signs of aging, yet still a willingness to 
smile. But this response is hardly to the camera, 
taking pictures is alien to their culture; thus all 
were taken surreptitiously, their subject un-

aware. Two por-
traits were differ-
ent.  The first was 
of a woman, who 
hid behind a rock at 
the sight of the 
camera, yet curios-
ity got the better of 
her; she peeked 
and was photo-
graphed. Then 
there was the smil-
ing picture of a little 
girl who just ap-
peared as Cyndi 
embarrassing de-
scribed as ñtaking 
natureôs callò. 
Cyndi instinctively 
reached for her 

camera and took the shot. The girl smiled spon-
taneously; anxiety showed itself only when her 
mother called. ñFearò, Cyndi mused, ñhas to be 
taught.ò Acceptance is natural            
 
 For Cyndi a good picture is subjective 
ñsomething that you like.ò Yet what makes it 
memorable is ñthe ability to capture the good 
timesépreserve the emotionséseek some 
meaning.ò  For surely if a picture is worth a 
thousand words  it is the viewer that must give 
them voice finding inspiration in the artist as 
muse.  

Image and Substance  
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"He can compress the most words into the smallest idea of any man I know." -- Abraham Lincoln  

The Fire Dept. speaks to our club.  Kay Vande Stouwe proudly displays a 
picture of her granddaughter, Amber 

Georgina Hagemeyer shows off her 
50/50 winnings.  

Sharron McMann thanks Chuck for his 
work on the Spring Mixer.  


