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Well here we are in the year 2008 I hope everyone 
enjoyed good times with family and friends over the 
Holiday period. June and I always look forward to 
this time of year.  

With all the Christmas events going on around us, 
the Club's Social Activities continued apace begin-
ning with a wonderful Christmas Party on Dec. 12.  

Everything was done up to the "nines" starting with 
greetings from Santa and Mrs. Claus. The hall was 
beautifully decorated including the tables which 
were set with elegant center pieces. A hors d'ouvre 
table, then a great filling (or fulfilling) meal served 
with wines and dessert. Then the music started! We 
danced the night away and enjoyed special enter-
tainments from Bruce Steel and Jack Chapman 
along with a seemingly endless number of draw 
prizes. The Grand Finale was a chocolate fondue 
fountain courtesy of Rose Woods -who also made 
truffles for everyone, just in case we didn't get a big 
enough sugar fix.  

Sharron McMann was our hostess for the evening 
and she along with all the members of her commit-
tee did an outstanding job.  

The Christmas party was followed with an adven-
turous bus trip to the Rogers Center in Toronto on 
Dec. 15 to see the Andre Rieu Orchestra put on a 
spectacular show. As we gracefully age we should 
continue to learn new things and what we learned 
from 5pm on Dec. 15 until 2:15 am on Dec. 16 is-try 

not to go to Toronto on a bus in a snow storm (or, 
for that matter, anything else)! However we all 
made it home without any mishaps. Our thanks to 
June Collins for organizing this memorable event.  

In addition to these goings on the Bridge club 
squeezed in an afternoon at the Vargas' on Dec. 14 
and Sharron and I attended a Northumberland 
Presidents Council meeting on Dec. 7th.  

Taking a breather for family time at Christmas a 
group of us met again and spent a happy New 
Years Eve taking in the first night celebrations in 
downtown Cobourg.  

And so we start the new year with a new line up of 
social events and informative speakers and enter-
tainments including the Saint Mary's Senior School 
Choir and -in March or April-Donna Bennett and 
Brian Findlay from Westben.  

I don't make New Year's resolutions but I do have a 
wish that we all continue in good health and con-
tinue to enjoy the Fellowship and Fun of our Probus 
Club all year long.  

Bruce Collins 
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Solutions to Decemberõs Puzzles 

The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.  

Notices 

Northshore Probus Bridge  
Club #2 members 

"Northshore Probus Bridge Club #2  
Meeting at Shane and Kathy Maclean's 
house on January 11, 2008, at 1 p.m.."  

Bruce Collins welcomes our newest members: 
Gloria and Terry Ashcroft, Sun and Frank Thibault, 

Ronald Watters 
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The butcher backed up into the meat grinder and got a little behind in his work.  

Knowledge, Faith and Freedom 

If I have learned one thing in this lifetime, it is 

thisðone should never try to realize the ideal, 

but find the ideal in the real. 

Giacomo Casanova 

 

 Ignorance is hardly bliss. Without some in-
sight mere concerns easily exaggerate to fear, the 
psyche ready prey to the machinations of those with 
an agenda of hysteria. Yet 
still the world remains 
complex and unfortunately 
one can never know every-
thing. Thus oneôs sense of 
security abides in knowing 
that those who actually do 
know have our best inter-
ests at heart. Developing 
this level of public confi-
dence is Laurie Swamiôs 
job as Director of Licensing 
for the Nuclear Generation 
Development Group at 
OPG. In this role she has 
specific responsibility both 
for ñsubmissions to the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission in support of the Pickering B Refurbish-
mentò and of more particular local interest the ò Con-
tinued é Darlington Refurbishment Project as well 
a s  t h e  N e w  N u c l e a r  G e n e r a t i o n 
 at the Darlington Site Project.ò 
 
 Given the publicôs long memory of places like 
Three Mile Island and Chernobyl this hardly is going 
to be an easy task. Still ñthe need for powerò means 
that the role of the nuclear option must be fully taken 
into consideration. ñHydro generationé even with 
the completion of the tunnel at Niagara Fallséwill 
account for only 10%ò. An alternative, ñWind power 
generation remains very expensiveò and éwind 
strength occurs when we donôt need the power.ò Nu-
clear currently accounts for ñ50% of power genera-
tion right now in Ontarioò more than the ñ10% to 
15% average around the worldò but still less than 
France, the leader with ñ80%ò. The imposition of a 
ñ14,000 megawatt capò, Laurie projects, ñmeans that 
any increases (beyond this level) will have to be met 
by other means or conservation.ò 

 
 The Darlington site comes into play because 
of Ontarioôs goal of ñincreasing production using ex-
isting facilities.ò As ñDarlington is located along exist-
ing transmission linesò its development insures 
lower costs in its eventual integration into the grid. 
True, the  new construction costs will reflected in our 
bills, (the ñStranded Debtò line item is now familiar to 

everyone), but Laurie promises 
that any new contracts will have 
a ñfixed priceò and offers assur-
ances that the Corporation has 
ñlearned a lot from old projects 
where costs have been an is-
sue.ò 
 
 Still mindful that security 
remains the greatest concern, 
Laurie points out that Pickering B 
got an environmental award for 
its efforts during its ñintensive 
rehabilitationò The Environmental 
Assessment involving the con-
struction of ñup to four unitsò at 

Darlington promises similar success, as it will be 
conducted by an Independent Review Panel ñwith 
more public inputò. Moreover it will also be a techno-
logical evaluation ñlooking at various designsò and 
ñthe use of the latest technologyò. This process 
should be completed by 2010-2011 with the plant ñin 
service by 2018ò.  
 

Every enterprise comes beset with chal-
lenges that Former U.S. Secretary of Defence Don-
ald Rumsfeld summarized as ñknown unknownsò 
and ñunknown unknownsò. It remains to be seen if 
the assessment process Laurie will be shepherding 
in the coming years will successfully anticipate the 
former and stay flexible to adapt to the prospect of 
the latter yet still be open enough that all may come 
to know. For theò truthò can hardly set one free with-
out faith in the process whereby it has become de-
fined. 
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See all the pictures by visit-
ing: 
 
www.probusnorthumberland
.com 
 
Select PHOTOS 
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Police were called to a day care where a three -year -old was resisting a  
rest.  

Speakerõs Corner 
 

 
2 Jan./08  Shriners Hospital : Barry Quinlan 
 
16 Jan./08  St. Maryôs Secondary School Choir 
 
6 Feb./08 4.5 Years Building an Aircraft in the Basement: Frank Grani  
 
 
Programmes and Speakers Committee  
 
Rudy Vandestouwe (Co-Chair) 
Kay Vandestouwe (Co-Chair) 
Bill MacKenzie  
Cheryl Brackenbury 
Rick Potter 
Charlie MacCoubrey 
Bruce Steel 
 

Trips, Tours and Theatre 
 

1. 'Dirty Dancing' at Royal Alexandra Theatre  
       Wednesday, April 23rd. 
      Matinee Show, Dinner, Bus    $107 
 
2. 'Toronto All -Star Big Band'  
       Capitol Theatre, Port Hope 
       Saturday. April 5th  8pm    $35 
  
3.  Small Business, Hobby & Craft Show.  
       Wednesday February  20th 
       See Rita Chatten for details 
 
4.  Afternoon Social Get together  
        Friday, February 1st 
        Pot Luck h'ordeurves 
 B Y O B 
     at Rick & Diane Morrison's home 
 1195 Massey Rd. Grafton 
 
5. Northshore Probus Lunch Bunch  
    Wednesday January 16  
    Location & Cost TBA 
 

June Collins and Carol Lawless (Co -Chairs) Kay 
Connolly, Kathy Hart, Therese May, Mary Potter, 
Patricia Riddell, Diane Morrison, Doug Burns  
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Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was cut off? He's all right now.  

Every digit from 1 to 9 must appear:  
·  In each of the columns,  
·  in each of the rows,  

S u d o k u 

The Puzzle Page 

WORD SEARCH 
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I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me.  

The Executive 

Committee Chairs 

President  Bruce Collins (905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 

Vice President  Sharron McMann (905) 372-3567 
samcmann@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer  Bob Skene (905) 372-5552 
bob.skene@sympatico.ca 

Recording  
Secretary  

Bryan Armstrong 
 
Marion Buttars 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 
(905) 373-0547 

marion.buttars@gmail.com 

Correspondence  
Secretary  

Roberta Armstrong (905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Past  
President  

Chuck Kennedy (905) 372-4842 
charles.kennedy@sympatico.ca 

Your Management Committee 

Programmes and Speakers  Rudy Vande Stouwe (Co-
Chair) 
 
Kay Vande Stouwe (Co-
Chair) 

(705) 696-3537 
rudy@dewitravels.com 
(705) 696-3537 
kay@dewitravels.com 

Coordinator:  
Social Activities, Events  
Trips, Tours and Theatre  

June Collins (Co-Chair) 
 
Carol Lawless (Co-Chair) 

(905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-2742 
clawless@eagle.ca 

Membership  Bill Henry (Co-Chair) 
 
Betty Knight (Co-Chair) 

(905) 373-7838 
blunzr@hotmail.com 
(905) 372-4792 
bettyknight@sympatico.ca 

50/50 Draw  Jane Burns (Co-Chair) 
 
Beatrice Timlin (Co-Chair) 

(905) 372-7755 
dougjaneburns@sympatico.ca 
(905) 352-2668 

Community Services/
Volunteers  

Shirley Grummett (905) 377-9726 

House Managers  Bryan Armstrong 
 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Editor  John Woolsey (905) 372-6972 
jswoolsey@cogeco.ca 

Newsletter Reporter  Julius Varga (905) 372-2406 
jjvarga@sympatico.ca 

Historians  Brian Curry (Co-Chair) 
Ellen Curry (Co-Chair) 
 

(905) 377-8155 
elbricur@eagle.ca 

Probus Clothing  Audrey Woolsey 905-372-6972 
audrey.woolsey@cogeco.ca 

To write with a broken pencil is 
pointless.  
 
When fish are in schools they some-
times take debate.  
 
The short fortune teller who escaped 
from prison was a small medium at  
large.  
 
A thief who stole a calendar got 
twelve months.  
 
A thief fell and broke his leg in wet 
cement. He became a hardened  
criminal.  
 
Thieves who steal corn from a gar-
den could be charged with stalking.  
 
We'll never run out of math teachers 
because they always multiply.  
 
When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, 
U. C. L. A.  
 
The math professor went crazy with 
the blackboard. He did a number on 
it.  
 
The professor discovered that her 
theory of earthquakes was on shaky 
ground.  
   
The dead batteries were given out 
free of charge.  
 
If you take a laptop computer for a 
run you could jog your memory.  
 
A dentist and a manicurist fought 
tooth and nail.  
 
A bicycle can't stand alone; it is two 
tired.  
 
A will, is a dead giveaway.  
 
Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like 
a banana.  


