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My Dear Friends  
 
I am very Happy to report to you that  pro-
ceeds from the Nov. 21 Silent Auction and 
Re-Gift Event are over $600.00!! A great 
Thank You from all of us to Mary 
Potter and her team-Sharon, 
Therese, Judy, Kathy, Sun, and 
Bob.  Also a big thank you to all the 
Bakers, Jelly and Jam Makers, Craft 
Makers, Donators and Re-gifters.  
All the time and effort you put in pre-
paring your donations made the day the 
great success it was. 
 
Some of us left a bit early and enjoyed a 
fun afternoon with members of the North-
umberland, Cobourg, and Port Hope Clubs 
for a Bus trip to see White Christmas fol-
lowed by a buffet Dinner.  On Friday the 
23rd more of our members are joining the 
same clubs to enjoy the same show.  
 

Our thanks are also extended to Chuck 
Kennedy for taking on the task of organiz-
ing -and running- the inter-club 
Bonspiel.  Listening to Chuck's report eve-
ryone had a great time. 

The Christmas Party and First Night 
Celebration are fast approaching and 
I look forward to seeing many of you 
at these events. 
 
As always time just seems to fly by 
when you are retired and are sup-

posed to have nothing to do, well the next 
news letter will be issued next year! 
 
And so from June and I we wish you the 
Happiest of Holidays to you and your Fami-
lies. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 
 
President Bruce 
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Solutions to Novemberõs Puzzles 

WHOSE CRUEL IDEA WAS IT FOR THE WORD "LISP" TO HAVE "S" 

Notices  

Inter-Club Probus Spring Social in 
Brockville 

 
The two Probus clubs in Brockville 
are hosting the 2008 Probus 
ñSpring Socialò, being held at the 
Brockville Country Club on Tues-
day, May 27

th
, 2008.  Final informa-

tion will be available in mid- Janu-
ary, but in the meantime please 
mark this date on your calendar.  
The theme will be ñAn Old Time So-
cial on the St. Lawrenceò (a buffet 
lunch will be served).  A number of 
Brockville members will be dressed 
in period costume, some great en-
tertainment is planned, including a 
visit by Sir John A. Macdonald, also 
door prizes.  The ticket cost will be 
under $30.  It is sure to be an enjoy-
able event, giving all Probus mem-
bers who attend a great opportunity 
to mix and mingle.  Brockville looks 
forward to welcoming you.   
 

Bruce Collins welcomes Cheryl and Larry 
Langdon to our club. (Audrey says Larryôs 
stand-in is the much cuter John Woolsey) 

Bruce welcomes Beth and Bill Willoughby to 
our club. 
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CAN AN ATHEIST GET INSURANCE AGAINST ACTS OF GOD? 

Antarctica: A Case for Global Warming  

Our intrepid world traveler, Northshoreôs own Bruce 
Steel captivated us with awe inspiring photos of the 
far south ñ it is the coldest, windiest and driest conti-
nent in the world.ò 
  

The journey of a lifetime started for Bruce and his 
lovely wife, Karen, with a flight from Toronto to Mi-
ami, then to Buenos Aires for late night ñtango danc-
ingò, and then to the southern most tip of Argentina 
to Ushuaia, a charming city of 60,000 noted for its 
museums, National parks and tourism. Located on 
waters edge, and surrounded by the Andes, it is the 
Capital of Tierra del Fuego, and rightfully claims to 
be the city furthest south in the world. Bruce men-
tioned that Ushuaia is sometimes re-
ferred to as ñEl fin del mundoò-the end of 
the world. From here, they boarded Le 
Diamant, a French registry ship, with 200 
passengers (105 English and 95 French) 
for a 36 hour trip across Drake Passage 
from Cape Horn. 
 

It is in this body of water that the Antarc-
tic convergence occurséa meeting of 
warm and cold water. Although their trip 
was relatively smooth on the way over, 
this passage is often described as being the rough-
est and most difficult passage in the world. The dis-
tance from Cape Horn to the Shetland Islands is ap-
proximately 800 km. He mentioned that one in five 
people will be violently sick during this passage. 
   

Bruce stressed that what you see in the photos is 
twice as big as what appears and is twice as far 
away. There are 20 hours of daylight and some 
landings occur after 10 p.m. Passengers attend 
school with naturalists for two hours each day learn-
ing about Antarcticaôs history, geography, geology, 
government, environment and ecosystems. 
 
Antarctica, he said, is situated in the southern hemi-
sphere and surrounded by the Southern Ocean. At 
5.4 million square miles, it is the 5th largest continent 
with 98% of its area covered in ice and 2% barren 
rock. It contains 90% of the worldôs ice and approxi-
mately 70% of the worldôs fresh water. 
 

Antarctica is a unique continent where the environ-
ment is fully protected and scientific research has 
priority as set forth in the terms and conditions of 
The Antarctic Treaty 1959, signed initially by 12 
countries whose scientists had been active in Ant-
arctica and later , agreed to and signed by 33 other 
countries. This continent has no permanent resi-
dents but a number of governments maintain perma-
nent research stations. 
 
Bruce and Karen discovered the extent of this pro-
tection when, after donning heavy protective clothing 
and waddling down to the lower decks of Le Dia-
mond, passengers had to undergo the procedure of 

scrubbing their boots in bleach to remove 
more germs before boarding Zodiacs. In 
addition, all passengers had to sign a visi-
torôs form agreeing to abide by the follow-
ing environmental controls :no garbage to 
be left in Antarctica, nothing to be brought 
back on ship, protect Arctic wildlife, respect 
protected areas, respect scientific research 
and monitoring , and behave in a safe and 
mannerly way. 
 
 Probus members were mesmerized by the 

vastness of this continent, its physical attributes and 
environmental richness, its majestic coastal water-
way, teeming rookeries, abundant marine mammals 
and  breath- taking wonders. Bruceôs photography 
captured the spirit of Antarctica leaving us some-
what humbled by its aura and tranquility.  
  

 He educated us about the environment. Did you 
know that there are 17 species of penguins found in 
the southern hemisphere? Are you  aware that the 
leading cause of death in young chicks is winter 
starvation (50 % of Chicks)? Predatory birds, such 
as the brown skua are also constant menace rob-
bing nests of eggs. He gave a detailed description of 
three penguins: Chintrap, Gentoo and Adelie. These 
animals are extremely graceful in water yet awkward 
on land. 
Their food source is krill, a small shrimp like crusta-
cean and fish. He mentioned that penguinsô nests 
are often located about ½ mile from the ocean  and 

(Continued on page 4) 


