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 My message in this Newsletter is 

some news about the status of Probus in 

Canada.  I recently received a copy of a 

booklet titled-"Membership Directory of 

Probus Clubs in Canada." The booklet  was 

prepared by Probus Centre-Canada, 

Inc., has a Copyright and can not be 

used for business or commercial 

purposes. 

However it lists all the clubs in Can-

ada and includes the Club Name, 

where and when they meet, number of mem-

bers, name of the president and secretary, 

and E Mail-if they have one,etc. 

When we travel in the local area, in the 

province, or across the country you might 

think about attending a Probus Club meeting 

and , if you plan to, let  me know and I will 

lend you the Booklet. 

Keeping up the work ethic-or bad habits- 

when I was employed I reviewed the con-

tents and report the following: 

Number of Clubs as of Jan 25, 2008- 191 

Total Number of Members-  26,193 

Plus 5 Officers, 8 Directors, and 4 non vot-

ing appointees. 

The average number of members per club-  

137  - but that only tells us one-third of the 

story. 

Lowest Club membership-Airdale Alberta-21 

Highest Club membership-BeaverValley

(Thornbury) an astounding 475! 

Another piece of information that I did not 

expect to find is that of the 191 Probus 

Clubs in Canada only Nine meet twice a 

month- and they are all in our area-

from Port Hope to Bellville!  

The sum of all this data is that Probus 

is alive and well and growing rapidly in 

Canada. This is echoed in the Probus Motto: 

"Our Strength is Fellowship, Our Success is 

Participation". 

So it is nice to know that we play our part in 

a group of over 26,000 people that enjoy 

the many things that Probus has to offer. 
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Solutions to March’s Puzzles 

The leading cause of death among fashion models is falling through street grates...Dave Barry 

Notices 

Brockville Spring Social 
Tuesday May 27   

Brockville Country Club 
See President Bruce if  

interested 

Probus Conference in  
St John NB Sept 24-29 

See Bill Henry for signing up. Buses are going. 

Bluejay Ticket Raffle 
For the next three months at every meeting 
we will be selling raffle tickets for four field-
level tickets for any Bluejay game for the 
2008 season excluding New York Yankee 
games or Boston Red Sox games. 

The tickets are $2.00 each or three for $5.00 

♪♫ Take yourself out to the Ballgame!! ♪♫ 

Bluejay Tickets for Sale 

Bluejay vs Boston Red Sox 

Saturday, August 23rd 

1:07 pm 

$40.00 each 

See Sharon starting March 19 

 

Regional Spring Fling  
Wednesday May 28, 9 Am to 1 PM 

At The Jack Burger Sports Complex in Port Hope 
Maximum 500 people 

See Dorla Hope or Bruce to sign up 
Cost $28 per person 

“Pitch in Canada Week” will be April 21 – 26.  
Town of Cobourg Environmental Committee are 

looking for volunteers for spring cleanup.  

On April 10, Thursday, 2:00 – 5:00,  

Connie and Les Poole will host “Drinks & Appies” 
at their home, 804 Prince of Wales Dr.                

Northshore Bridge Club # 2 
Friday April 11th@ 1pm at Rick & Diane Morrison's 
Friday April 25th @ 1pm at Julius Varga's 

Lunch Bunch- Wed April 16th  Matterhorn, King St.  $18 See Diane Morrison & sign up at April 
2nd meeting 
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The purpose of all war is ultimately peace. 
- Saint Augustine 

 During the early years Habitat 
made considerable use of convicts on 
work release program. One day Bruce 
and Paul, the convicts, were on the scaf-
folding nailing up the sheeting with 
George, the guard, on the ground sawing 
the aspenite. When a cut piece didn’t 
quite fit the opening for which it had been 
i n t ended ,  B ruce 
shouted to the guard 
below, “George, you 
cut it wrong.” George 
retorted in his own de-
fence,” You guys 
measured it wrong.” 
But Bruce would have 
the final say, “George, 
you’re in denial. I 
should know; I’ve 
taken the course 
twice.” As everyone 
knows, it’s not so much what has been 
taught, the issue is how much has been 
learned. And that is the question to which 
John Hill, as one of twenty advocates 
across the country that regularly appears 
before Parole Boards “to assist his client 
to put together a collection of achieve-
ments that he is worthy of release” and 
will thereby prove to be a “manageable 
risk to society”.  
 
 This hardly is an easy task for as 
John points out. “Canadians don’t know 
what happens to a convict once they are 
sentencedK (their sense) of crime and 
punishment influenced too much by TV 

and moviesK (and thus) their attitudes 
founded on myths.”  Perhaps, the great-
est of these misconceptions is that 
“Canada is soft on crime.” Indeed if one 
compares incarceration rates, Canada at 
“130 per 100,000 of population” to the 
United States at “713 per 100,000” this 
seems to be true. But then in comparison 

to other industrialized 
nations Canada is “the 
second or third most 
enthusiastic jailer” and 
the “highest incarcera-
tor of children”. Simi-
larly John points out 
perceptions vary geo-
graphically. In Quebec 
and the Maritimes a 
criminal is seen as “a 
normal person who 
made a mistake need-

ing rehabilitation” while out West, crimi-
nals are “people who are evil and must 
be punished.” Too often “tough on crime”, 
as John characterizes, means 
“punishment exacting retributionKbeing 
tough on the criminals”. 
  
  If this public view sees penitentia-
ries as places “to keep criminals off the 
street”, it hardly corresponds to how Cor-
rections Canada sees its mission, “to 
provide for the reintroduction of the per-
son to society K given tasks to come 
back into society.”  This is more than just 
some vocational training but rather an ef-

(Continued on page 4) 

Misconceptions about Manageable Risk 
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Drink because you are happy, but never because you are miserable 
- G K Chesterton 

fort to have the “the inmate look inside 
himself, to seek that something there that 
he makes bad choice (as well as) to look 
outsideKsee the effect his choices have 
on others (and in the end) develop a ca-
pacity for concern about others.” It is in 
learning these lessons that prisoner will 
earn his freedom. 
  
 But each privilege comes with obli-
gations.  John points out “a person sen-
tenced to six years will serve the whole 
time” but in a variety of settings, prison, 
half-way house, and finally parole, each 
level offering greater freedom, an opportu-

nity for personal choice. Thus to the public 
mind each change represents increased 
public risk, still John insists, “Parole super-
vision can be really tough (and) most pa-
rolees are returned to prison not for com-
mitting a new crime but breaching his pa-
role conditions.”   
   

In the end John concedes that ulti-
mate success depends on “community 
support, friends, family, housing, a job, 
psychological services such as, A.AK” 
plus perhaps some community trust for no 
change no matter how good intentioned 
can long persist if all around still think the 
person destined ever to remain the same.     

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Les and Connie Poole are wel-
comed to our club by President 

Drinks and "Appies  
  
Thank you  Gloria and Terry 
Ashcroft for hosting the last 
event. 
  
Upcoming Hosts 
 
May - Rose Wood and Cal 
Johnson 
 
June - Jacqueline and John 
Christie 
 
July -   Karen and Bruce Steel    
 
August - no event 
 
September - Bruce and June 
Collins 
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Intelligence plus character that is the goal of real educationK. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Diane and Dorla in the hospital and in same room .   

George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi, was going up 
to bed, when his wife told him that he'd left the light on 
in the garden shed, which she could see from the bed-
room window. George opened the back door to go turn 
off the light, but saw that there were people in the shed 
stealing things.  
 
He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in your 
house?" He said "No." Then they said "All patrols were 
busy. You should lock your doors and an officer will be 
along when one is available." 
 
George said, "Okay." He hung up the phone and 
counted to 30. Then he phoned the police again. 
 

"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because 
there were people stealing things from my shed. Well, 
you don't have to worry about them now because I just 
shot them." and he hung up. 
 
Within five minutes, six Police Cars, a SWAT Team, a 
Helicopter, two Fire Trucks, a Paramedic, and an Am-
bulance showed up at the Phillips' residence, and 
caught the burglars red-handed. One of the Policemen 
said to George, "I thought you said that you'd shot 
them!"  
 
George said, "I thought you said there was nobody 
available!" 
 

HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU'RE OLD AND DON'T MOVE FAST 
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 The things I want to know are in books; my best friend is the man who’ll get me a book I ain’t read. 
- Abraham Lincoln 

Speaker’s Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Programmes and Speakers Committee  
 
Rudy Vandestouwe (Co-Chair), Kay Vandestouwe (Co-Chair) 
Bill MacKenzie, Cheryl Brackenbury 
Rick Potter, Charlie MacCoubrey 
Bruce Steel 

Trips, Tours and Theatre 
 

1. 'OLIVER'- Victoria Town Hall  Fri. May 2nd  $20 ( $16 if more than 20) 
 
2. Gores Landing to Peterborough Boat Cruise & Canoe Museum 
                Wed June 25th, Cruise, Lunch, Museum, Bus back  $65 
 
3. Westben Concert- 'Lerner & Loewe on Love' 
                Sun July 27th Matinee, $28  
                Dinner at Chubbies  $14.90 
 
4. 4th Line Theatre 'School House' 
                Date to be confirmed approx $25 
 
 
June Collins and Carol Lawless (Co-Chairs) 
Kay Connolly, Kathy Hart, Therese May, Mary Potter, Patricia Riddell, Diane Morrison, Doug Burns 

   

Apr.2:    Gary O'Dwyer (Teacher,  Author & Foreign Volunteer Worker) "Children and War". 
  
Apr.16:   Donna Bennett / Brian Finley - Westben Theatre Presentation. 
  
May 7:    St. Marys Secondary School Choir  
  
May 28:   Probus Annual Spring Fling in Port Hope 
 
June 4:    Brookside (more info to follow) 
 

June 18:   Denise Chamberlin - (Her & her husband both blind) - "Coping with Vision Loss"  
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 Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get sucked into jet engines. 
- David Brent in The Office 

Every digit from 1 to 9 must appear:  
�  In each of the columns,  
�  in each of the rows,  
�  and in each of the nine boxes.  

S u d o k u 

The Puzzle Page 

WORD SEARCH 
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The oldest, shortest words - yes and no - are those which require the most thoughtK. Pythagoras 

The Executive 

Committee Chairs 

President Bruce Collins (905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 

Vice President Sharron McMann (905) 372-3567 
samcmann@sympatico.ca 

Treasurer Bob Skene (905) 372-5552 
bob.skene@sympatico.ca 

Recording  
Secretary 

Bryan Armstrong 
 
Marion Buttars 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 
(905) 373-0547 
marion.buttars@gmail.com 

Correspondence  
Secretary 

Roberta Armstrong (905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Past 
President 

Chuck Kennedy (905) 372-4842 
charles.kennedy@sympatico.ca 

Your Management Committee 

Programmes and Speakers Rudy Vande Stouwe (Co-
Chair) 
 
Kay Vande Stouwe (Co-
Chair) 

(705) 696-3537 
rudy@dewitravels.com 
(705) 696-3537 
kay@dewitravels.com 

Coordinator:  
Social Activities, Events 
Trips, Tours and Theatre 

June Collins (Co-Chair) 
 
Carol Lawless (Co-Chair) 

(905) 373-1224 
bruce.collins@sympatico.ca 
(905) 372-2742 
clawless@eagle.ca 

Membership Bill Henry (Co-Chair) 
 
Betty Knight (Co-Chair) 

(905) 373-7838 
blunzr@hotmail.com 
(905) 372-4792 
bettyknight@sympatico.ca 

50/50 Draw  Jane Burns (Co-Chair) 
 
Beatrice Timlin (Co-Chair) 

(905) 372-7755 
dougjaneburns@sympatico.ca 
(905) 352-2668 

Community Services/
Volunteers 

Shirley Grummett (905) 377-9726 

House Managers Bryan Armstrong 
 

(905) 372-5908 
bryana@sympatico.ca 

Newsletter Editor John Woolsey (905) 372-6972 
jswoolsey@cogeco.ca 

Newsletter Reporter Julius Varga (905) 372-2406 
jjvarga@sympatico.ca 

Historians Brian Curry (Co-Chair) 
Ellen Curry (Co-Chair) 
 

(905) 377-8155 
elbricur@eagle.ca 

Probus Clothing Audrey Woolsey 905-372-6972 
audrey.woolsey@cogeco.ca 

 
 
Murphy showed up at Mass one 
Sunday and the priest almost  fell 
down when he saw him. Murphy had 
never been seen in church in his life.  
  
After Mass, the priest caught up with 
Murphy and said, "Murphy, I am so 
glad you decided to come to Mass, 
what made you come?"  
  
Murphy said, "I got to be honest with 
you Father, a while back, I mis-
placed me hat and I really, really 
love that hat I know that  McGlynn  
had a hat just like me hat, and I 
knew that McGlynn came to  church 
every Sunday. I also knew that 
McGlynn had to take off his hat dur-
ing Mass and figured he would leave 
it in the back of church. so,  I was 
going to leave after Communion and 
steal McGlynn's hat."  
  
The priest said, "Well, Murphy, I no-
tice that you didn't steal McGlynn's 
hat. What changed your mind?"  
  
Murphy said, "Well, after I heard 
your sermon on the 10 Command-
ments, I decided that I didn't need to 
steal McGlynn's hat."  
  
The priest gave Murphy a big smile 
and said; "After I talked about 'Thou 
Shalt Not Steal' you decided you 
would rather do without your hat 
than Burn in Hell, right ?"  
  
Murphy shook his head and said, 
"No, Father, after you talked about  
'Thou Shalt Not Commit Adultery' I 
remembered where I left me hat." 
 


